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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 MR. HARDENBROOK: So we are going to go on
3 therecord. It is 9:08 a.m

4 We are continuing the hearing that we

5 started yesterday. And M. Robles had gone through
6 his defense of his first charge and had just begun

7 wth your presentation of evidence in the second

8 charge. And | know you got just a few mnutes into
9 that, but if you could, could we just start over with
10 your defense of your second charge.

11 MR ROBLES: | certainly could. And |I'm

12 going to, if you wll indulge nme, revisit three of

13 the exhibits that were the affidavits just because |
14 gl ossed over themvery quickly because | was trying
15 to get out of here, but that's not a very good thing
16 for ny case.

17 So I'mgoing to read what the inportant

18 pertinent pieces are and then we wll nove forward.
19 And just for sonme housekeeping, if we could,
20 on the record, in light of the explicit instructions
21 that the panel gave to both the charging party and
22 our party, that no attorneys could be in the room
23 yesterday there was an attorney in the roomfor the
24 vast mpjority of the day.
25 And so | would ask that the panel confirm
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1 that there are no other attorneys in the room
2 there's no other nenber that's going out and talking
3 totheir attorney that's sitting in the other | obby
4 and com ng back and putting us at a di sadvant age
5 during the case.
6 MR UNTERSEHER: Well, | know of at | east
7 one attorney in the room now.
8 MR. ROBLES:. Your panel. | know you get to
9 have your attorney.
10 MR. HARDENBROOK: | think what the
11 instructions were was that we would not have an
12 attorney representing -- outside counsel representing
13 either one of you is what the explanation was. W
14 can revisit that if you --
15 MR. ROBLES: That was our understanding,
16 that we couldn't have any attorneys in the room
17 O herw se we woul d have sat one behind us and
18 conferred with himduring our breaks.
19 MR HARDENBROCK: Gotcha. So who are we
20 tal king about?
21 MR ROBLES: | don't know who all these
22 people are. This gentleman over here, |I'mnot sure
23 what his positionis. The gentleman in the back in
24 the mddle, | don't know what his position is.
25 MR. HARDENBROOK: Let's do this. By raise
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1 of hands, who is an attorney?
2 (M. Vazquez and M. Burden raised hands.)
3 MR. HARDENBROOK: And what is your nane?
4 MR, VAZQUEZ: Jason Vazquez.
5 MR. HARDENBROOK: Onh, okay. Jason, are you
6 going to testify in this case?
7 MR, VAZQUEZ: No.
8 MR. HARDENBROOK: Are you advising the
9 trustee?
10 MR, VAZQUEZ: Well, the letter said that --
11 it only said that attorneys nmay not represent the
12 parties at the hearing. |'mnot representing the
13 trustee. | may be advising himin sonme ways, but --
14 MR. HARDENBROOK: My question was, are you
15 advi sing the trustee?
16 MR VAZQUEZ: What do you nean by that? |
17 nean, in sone sense, yes, | am |'mnot representing
18 him |'mnot hel ping himpresent his evidence, no,

19 which is what the I BT Constitution prohibits. |

20 think they msinterpreted the letter.

21 MR. HARDENBROOK: |'mjust asking questions
22 to get an understanding, that's all.

23 MR. VAZQUEZ: | hel ped the trustee prepare

24  his case, yes.

25 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. W're going to --
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1 this panel is going to caucus for a few mnutes. W

2 are going to go review what the instructions were.

3 It's been a couple of weeks since | read that and |

4 just want to nmake sure that |I'm--

5 MR. HANSON: M. Chairman, | had difficulty

6 hearing. Ws that M. Jason Vazquez in the

7  background?

8 MR. HARDENBROOK: Yes.

9 MR. HANSON: He has been sending ne or sent
10 me e-mails yesterday with additional exhibits which
11 were aiding in the presentation of the charging
12 party's case; and | did find that suspicious, that he
13 was contributing in that fashion yesterday and it
14 wasn't solo efforts. So | would just |ike to have
15 that on ny part.

16 MR. HARDENBROOK: Gotcha. | appreciate

17 that, M. Hanson. That's what this panel is here to
18 determne, is what's going to be admtted, what wll
19 not be admtted, and who's advising who. So |

20 appreciate your assessnent. W wll go talk about it
21 and cone back.

22 MR VAZQUEZ: |If | may, before you head out,
23 do you have a copy of the hearing notice? Because |
24 think that's what they're basing their comments on.
25 | just want to nmake sure | can see the specific --
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: That's what |I'mgoing to
2 reviewright now So, yes, | do have it --

3 MR VAZQUEZ: The Septenber 13th hearing

4 notice, you do have a copy of it?

5 MR HARDENBROOK: We can't overtal k each

6 other. | wasn't done answering your question.

7 MR VAZQUEZ: Ckay.

8 MR. HARDENBROOK: W have a court reporter,
9 we're on the record. | amaware of the hearing

10 notice. | do have a copy. | don't have it in front
11 of nme. This panel is going to caucus. W're going
12 to go review the hearing notice and I'll conme back
13 and report that to the group.

14 M. Robl es?

15 MR ROBLES: W also did do a letter

16 requesting that our attorneys could cone and advise
17 us and we were al so deni ed.

18 MR HARDENBROCK: |'maware of that. | read
19 that as well.
20 MR ROBLES: Thank you.
21 MR. HARDENBROOK: We're going to go off the
22 record.
23 (Pause in proceedings.)
24 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. We're going to go
25 back on the record; it's 9:27. And | did go reread
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1 the rules that were read into the record yesterday,

2 and as | understand it, your objection was to an

3 attorney advi sing or possibly advising soneone was in
4  the room

5 So after rereading those rules, | am-- or

6 this panel did decide that we're going to exclude

7 M. Vazquez and ask you to |leave the room And just
8 | i ke these parties may, the trustee can contact -- if
9 this attorney, IBT attorney, is advising you in any
10 way, you can contact themafter hours just like these
11 guys are outside this hearing, okay.

12 So M. Vazquez, we will ask you to | eave at
13 this tine.

14 MR VAZQUEZ: kay. Just for the record, |
15 respectfully ask what specific case you read.

16 MR HARDENBROCK: Yes. No. 2 and No. 3 of
17 the rules that were read into the record yesterday,
18 specifically -- and I'Il read it into the record if
19 you would IiKke.
20 No. 2, | know this addresses Zoom but it's
21 also overarching. It states, "The hearing panel has
22 permtted charged parties Kurt Hanson and Kenneth
23 Seiden to participate in the hearing renotely via
24  Zoom M. Hanson and M. Seiden will do so from
25 Teansters local offices in Billings, Mntana, and
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1 Ponona, California, respectively where Teansters
2 staff wll ensure that no counsel or unauthorized
3 persons are present and that the charged parties do
4 not receive any clandestine assi stance.”
5 It goes on about extensions, but then No. 3
6 specifically states, "Only nenbers of Local 2118, the
7 trustee, and the panel may attend and participate in
8 this hearing. Counsel for the hearing panel may al so
9 be present."” That is WIIlie Burden.
10 "A nonnmenber may testify on a specific issue
11 only if called as a witness by a party to the
12  proceeding,"” which does call into question ne
13 excluding -- or this panel excluding the attorney
14 wtness yesterday, because he was called as a
15 witness. But it does give rise to exclude you,
16 M. Vazquez.
17 MR VAZQUEZ: kay.
18 (Wher eupon, M. Vazquez left the room)
19 MR. HARDENBROOK: Okay. M. Vazquez has
20 | eft the room
21 Any ot her housekeepi ng, M. Robles?
22 MR ROBLES: 1'd just like to put on the
23 record that their witness was observed this norning
24  speaking with Ed G eason over there. | don't expect
25 you to do anything about it, but | just wanted that
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1 noted on the record.

2 MR, HARDENBROOK: It was not during this
3 heari ng, correct?

4 MR. ROBLES: No, not during the hearing.
5 MR. HARDENBROOK: You can consult who you
6 would |ike, they can consult who they would |ike

7 outside the record here today.

8 MR. ROBLES: Thank you.

9 MR. HARDENBROOK:  You're wel cone.
10 MR. ROBLES: Are we ready to proceed?
11 MR. HARDENBROCK: |' m ready.
12 MR. ROBLES: Ckay. Good norning again.

13 This is Andrew Robl es speaki ng.

14 As | stated before, I"'mgoing to read a

15 couple of the declarations that | kind of gl ossed
16 over yesterday.

17 So we're going to start with Exhibit 22, if
18 you will. 1'mgoing to read a good portion of this

19 decl arati on by Scott Hegl and.

20 MR. HARDENBROOK: G ve us just one m nute.
21 We'll neke it work.
22 MR. ROBLES: W don't have access to

23 printers or anything.
24 MR. HARDENBROOK: | think we're all there,
25 M. Robles. Go ahead.
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1 MR. ROBLES: GCkay. Thank you. So |I'm going
2 to skip a couple of the paragraphs just for

3 tinmeliness purposes, but I'lIl begin with Paragraph 2.
4 He says, "I was a 21-year pilot with M dwest
5 Arlines from1988 to 2008, and since then have

6 served in various capacities in the airline industry,
7 including as an International representative for the
8 IBT's Airline Division from approximtely 2009 to

9 2022.

10 "I have known Captain Robles since

11  approxi mately 2019.

12 “I'n May 2020, | was appoi nted by forner

13 Ceneral President Hoffa to serve as a trustee and

14 | nternational representative for Local 2118, which

15 had been granted its own charter and represents

16 pilots for Allegiant Airlines.

17 "Based upon ny direct interactions with

18 Captain Robles and know edge of the tasks he was

19 handl i ng when the [ocal was first fornmed, | knew that
20 Captain Robles literally worked daily on union issues
21 and activities. | consider hima hardworking and
22 conmmitted trade unionist. Wen | was part of the
23 trusteeship of Local 747 in 2009, and eventually
24  became the trustee in |ate 2010, we had an entire
25 teamof individuals who participated in the initial
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1 trusteeship of the local. Unlike ny experiences at

2 Local 747, Captain Robles and | were the only two

3 individuals who were working every day on the initial

4 startup of Local 2118 until we hired our secretary,

5 Karen VanNost r and.

6 "Before and during the initial trusteeship

7 of Local 2118, | knew that Captain Robles was taking

8 Fl i ght Pay Loss while working on union business,

9 which occurred daily during the trusteeship. Since
10 Captain Robles and | were the only two individuals in
11 charge of handling the day-to-day operations of Local
12 2118, | knew he woul d not be able to fly nuch.

13 During the early days of the trusteeship, Captain

14 Robles inforned ne that would try -- | [sic] would
15 try and stay current. It is a normal occurrence for
16 pilots who are off the majority of the time due to
17 Flight Pay Loss to see a reduction of their flight

18 proficiency. During the onset of the trusteeship, |
19 also becane aware of the difficult relationship

20 Captain Robles had with certain individuals in senior
21 managenent. This included individuals in senior

22 managenent as well as individuals in the training

23 department. | recall having a coupl e of

24  conversations with Captain Robles regarding ny

25 concern that Allegiant could use a potential |apse in
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1 his flight proficiency as a way to fail himduring
2 his current training, and possibly use such failure
3 as a reason to termnate his enploynent. This has
4 always been a concern with union | eadership at al nost
5 every airline group |I've worked with during ny
6 career. \Wen a union official has a contentious
7 relationship with their managenent |ike Captain
8 Robl es had with All egi ant managenent, the chance that
9 they may try and fire himonly to take hi mhostage
10 during the trusteeship and/or while he was
11 participating in negotiating was an ever present
12 concern of mne. As a result, | suggested to Captain
13 Robl es during one or two of our conversations that he
14  shoul d consider going on full-tinme Flight Pay Loss.
15 | found this to be in his best interest and the
16 interest of the Allegiant pilots that we were
17 representing. By taking full-tine Flight Pay Loss,
18 this would nean he could continue working each and
19 every day for the Allegiant pilots while not having
20 to worry about subjecting hinself to the conpany's
21 training environnent tw ce a year.
22 "The Allegiant contract permtted one
23  individual who had accepted a full-tinme el ected
24 position with the local or International to take tine
25 off for purposes of |ong-termunion business. It was
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1 also pointed out in the charges that Captain Robles

2 went noncurrent at or about Novenber 1, 2021. During
3 the conversation with Captain Robles in Septenber or
4  Cctober of 2021, he inforned nme that he intended to

5 not perform his annual |ine check that was schedul ed
6 in Decenber of 2021; and as a result, would go

7 noncurrent at the time. The status of his currency

8 never was a regular topic of conversation, but when

9 Captain Robles infornmed ne of this decision, | was

10 actually surprised he didn't do it much earlier.

11  During Local 2118 local trusteeship, we were

12 extrenely busy representing over a thousand All egi ant
13 pilots. | knew fromny personal interactions with

14 Captain Robles that he rarely took any personal tine
15 away fromhis union duties. There were many weekends
16 where we found ourselves on the phone at 3:00 or 4:00
17 a.m, catching up on new and unresol ved i ssues.

18 "There were other reasons for Captain Robles
19 to go noncurrent and not bid a nonthly line of tine.
20 | f Captain Robles would have bid a line of tinme only
21 to drop all his flights for union business, it would
22 have been a disservice to his fellow pilots,
23 particularly to the pilots who, as a result of
24  Captain Robles not bidding a |ine, now had the
25 seniority to bid and be awarded a line of tine for
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1 the nonth. [|f Captain Robles would have bid for a

2 line, it certainly would have deprived others of

3 being awarded a line with those trips. Also, having
4 those trips available during the bidding process,

5 those available trips provided the opportunity for

6 managenent to build better lines with nore consi stent
7 weekly schedules and with higher pay. In the end,

8 havi ng Captain Robles on full-tinme Flight Pay Loss

9 during the trusteeship had a very positive effect on
10 his fellow pilots and their ability to have a better
11 quality of life as well as the ability for other

12 pilots to earn nore noney each nonth. The conpany
13 never raised any objection to Captain Robles or ne
14  about himnot bidding a line during the trusteeship
15 and taking full-tinme Flight Pay Loss."

16 "1l skip to 10. It says, "During the

17 trusteeship, Captain Robles and | discussed that the
18 Allegiant contract specifically authorized four hours
19 of Flight Pay Loss a day. Again, Captain Robles was
20 doing union work on a daily basis, so | understood
21 that taking 120 hours of Flight Pay Loss was not
22 unreasonabl e. Captain Robles worked well beyond four
23 hours a day."
24 "1l read Paragraph 12. "As trustee of
25 Local 2118 at the tinme, | believe | was wthin ny
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1 authority to approve Captain Robles' Flight Pay Loss
2 and | believed his Flight Pay Loss was reasonabl e and
3 inline with the airline industry's practice for
4 full-time union officers. | furthernore di scussed
5 this decision with ny superiors at the IBT in
6 Washington, D.C "
7 [f I could, I would Iike to nove to
8 Exhi bit 23, which is the declaration of Erick
9 Valenzuela. And Erick Valenzuela, if you renenber,
10 was the secretary-treasurer at the tine of the
11  trusteeship.
12 "1l skip to Paragraph 9. "To further
13 bolster their assertion that Andrew conpensat ed
14 hinself far nore than practical, it has been
15 suggested that Andrew is not and woul d never be
16 qualified to serve in the training center as a
17 simulator instructor or check airman. That's very
18 far fromthe truth. 1In ny dealings with the conpany
19 before Local 2118, as well as during, | had several
20 discussions with the flight standards and training
21 representatives. |In one particular conversation
22 during negotiations with the director of standards
23 and training, Ed Faith, | recall the willingness of
24 the conpany to train and incorporate key union
25 officers as instructors. The purpose was to give the
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1 union |leaders a better understanding of the training
2 curriculum the pilots' |earning deficiencies, and

3 the goals of the conpany during various el enents of

4 the negotiation. At the tine, we were in discussions
5 about the training section of the contract as well as
6 inplenmenting a new and inproved training programthat
7 required changes to the current contract. This was

8 one instance but it was generally conveyed by ot her

9 m d-| evel managers the opportunity was available if
10 we wanted to take it. As | understand, one of the

11  board nenbers, Ryan Fogel sanger, did take Captain

12 Faith's offer and was trained around that tinme as an
13 instructor and still serves Allegiant as a sinulator
14 instructor. It is absolutely within the real mof

15 possibility for Andrew to have done the sane and nake
16 hundreds of thousands nore than his position as

17 president of Local 2118. Knowi ng Andrew, it was

18 never about the noney, which nmakes these assertions
19 that nuch nore outl andish.”
20 Par agraph 10. "I understand that Ryan
21 Joseph has nmade statenments during these proceedi ngs
22 that | told himRobles' conpensation was excessive.
23 That is incorrect. | amconfident | did not say that
24  because | did not and do not believe Robles’
25 conpensation is excessive. | was aware of the
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1 analysis done to ensure Robles was conpensated in a

2 fair and reasonable manner and Robl es' Flight Pay

3 Loss was transparent with the local. | made it known
4 with the pilots | personally flewwth if they asked
5 and they, too, always supported Andrew s | evel of

6 conpensation.”

7 Paragraph 12. "Before | assuned office,

8 Calibre had been retained to provide general

9 accounting services and annual audits of the |ocal.
10 After | was in office, | would get updates from Karen
11  VanNostrand. Apart fromthe handful of affidavits

12 needed throughout the year, | do not recall any

13 significant issues being raised by those audits. Any
14  di screpancies woul d be resol ved satisfactorily.

15 "I am al so aware of how Anerican Airlines

16 conpensates the chief officer for its union.” And

17 |1l pause there. He currently works for Anerican

18 Airlines.

19 ["1l continue. "In 2023, Ed Sicher,
20 president of the Allied Pilots Association, received
21  $407,504 per the OLM5 LM 2 report from 7/1/2023, to
22 6/ 30/ 2024. After the new contract, the president of
23 the Allied Pilots Association is slated to receive
24  approximtely 614,000 per year, not to include the
25 federal per diem and applicabl e expense
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1 rei nbursenents. These val ues only account for those
2 noni es spent by the union itself and does not include
3 Anmerican Airlines' supplenental conpensation to the

4 national officers. Andrew s conpensation as a

5 Teanster local president falls well bel ow the

6 industry, but remains reasonable within the scope of
7 menber shi p and overall dues revenues.

8 “In ny view, there is and has been

9 significant aninosity toward Robles by those involved
10 in 1224, both while Allegiant was part of 1224 and

11 since the creation of Local 2118. | have w tnessed
12 unpr of essi onal behavior fromrepresentatives of 1224
13 directed toward Andrew Robl es. The busi ness agent

14 and | egal counsel of 1224 were always taking

15 positions that underm ned the strength of Allegiant's
16 and pilots' future. | personally had to deal with

17 the aftermath of their inaction and negligence by

18 aggressively processing 2,000-plus ballot grievances
19 upon the inception of Local 2118. The previous
20 admnistration understood our need to better position
21 our pilots' bargai ning power and granted our request
22 to lead 1224. Unfortunately, these fal se pretenses
23 and fabricated charges at 1224 have sonehow
24 reinserted thenselves into Allegiant pilots' affairs.
25 These charges were the result of a failed election
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1 canpaign to unseat Andrew as a spokesperson of the
2 current negotiations with Allegiant. After the
3 results of a denocratic election weren't in their
4  favor, Ryan Joseph, et al., may have naively and
5 ruinously enployed the help of Geg Unterseher to
6 take these clearly political actions and stage this
7 coup. To ensure it stuck and ensure continued
8 support fromthe pilots, these fallacious charges
9 were filed towards an entire executive board m nus
10 one. | urge you to use prudence when determ ning the
11 validity of these allegations and ensure a fair
12 proceeding. You owe it to your brothers.”
13 ["1l end there.
14 Ckay. |I'mgoing to continue with the rest
15 of ny statenent, if you wll. Gve ne one mnute,
16 pl ease.
17 We're going to continue on now with Charge
18 2. Charge 2 alleges that | willfully refused to
19 devel op and inplenent policies required by the
20 | nternational, which allegedly deprived the Local
21 2118 nenbership of their right to faithful and honest
22 services and enabled ne to personally enrich nyself
23 at the expense of Local 2118 and its nenbership. |
24 deny this charge fully.
25 Al'l right. Before addressing the
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1 allegations, | will provide context as to sonme of the
2 practices and procedures follow ng ny | eadership of
3 Local 2118.
4 Local 2118 drafted byl aws dated Septenber 2,
5 2021, which were approved by the International during
6 the organi zational trusteeship. Once the executive
7 board assuned their elected positions, Local 2118
8 followed many of the past practices from Local 1224.
9 For instance, travel to the union office was
10 consi dered a reqgul ar expense that did not require a
11 noti on and executive board approval. Notably,
12 Allegiant pilots are scattered across the country at
13 22 base |ocations, including the el ected union
14 officers. As such, it is logistically challenging to
15 have in-person neetings. To alleviate that
16 challenge, the local utilized the software platform
17 called Union Inpact.
18 Thr ough Union I npact, the executive board
19 could introduce and second notions as well as vote on
20 those notions. These transactions were recorded
21 wthin the software such that contenporaneous records
22 were then generat ed.
23 |"ve attached a sanple set of the notions
24 wthin Union Inpact. That is Exhibit 13, and I'm
25 going to highlight a couple of those for you. 1'd
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1 like to admt Exhibit 13, please.

2 MR. HARDENBROOK: These have al ready been

3 admtted as evidence.

4 MR. ROBLES: They have, okay. Thank you. |

5 don't have a good nenory on that. | should have

6 probably marked themwhen we did. Dd we put the

7 whole book in? So | don't need to say that anynore,

8 correct?

9 MR. HARDENBROOK: Yes. Yesterday norning or
10 afternoon. It was agreed and it was not objected to
11 at the tinme. They could still raise an objection,

12 just like you raised an objection yesterday -- or

13 today for M. Vazquez being in the room yesterday.
14 We will still listen to the objections, but they are
15 accepted as evidence already, yes.

16 MR. ROBLES: GCkay. Very good.

17 So Page 5 of this Exhibit 13 is a notion to
18 change the Flight Pay Loss nodule on Union Inpact to
19 nore closely align with the requirenents of the

20 contract for long-termFlight Pay Loss.

21 This change will incorporate a new feature
22 that categorizes a long-term Flight Pay Loss request
23 nore accurately by bid period rather than arbitrary
24  date range.

25 So for context, when Flight Pay Loss is --
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1 MR HARDENBROOK: Hol d on one second,
2 Andrew. | think we're on different pages.
3 MR. ROBLES: Are we?
4 MR HARDENBROOK: Ckay. Is it --
5 MR. ROBLES: Under the notion, it says,
6 "Mtion to add functionality to Flight Pay Loss
7 requests.”
8 MR HARDENBROCK: Gotcha. |'mthere now
9 MR. ROBLES. Okay. And |I'mreading the
10 public notes there. kay.
11 So di scussions had occurred -- first off, we
12  were approving our Flight Pay Loss per the direction
13 of the auditors and they wanted us to do a postdated
14 or a retro notion on Flight Pay Loss and the way that
15 we had done it, we thought that was captured within
16 the bylaws and the CBA and it was approved by the
17 trustees, so we didn't feel |like we needed to do
18 another notion on it.
19 Per the direction of auditors, we were
20 trying to conply with that. W put a notion in that
21 essentially said there was 120 PCH per bid period.
22 And so because we were going to be doing a 120 PCH
23 per bid period just as a one line itemto the
24  software, we were going to nake a nodification to the
25 software to see if that woul d appease what the
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auditors were | ooking for.
And so the way that our Flight Pay Loss is
put in, you have to go in and you sel ect each day and

it's got a calendar view, and | could select a group

1
2
3
4
5 of days, | could select individual days, and that
6 would reflect howit was presented on the Flight Pay
7 Loss report that was generated and that woul d be sent
8 to the conpany.

9 This Flight Pay Loss nodul e change was to
10 make it so we would just put in 120 PCH and it would
11  expand the bid period.

12 One of the reasons that we selected 30 PCH
13 instead of 365 days a year is through discussions,

14  our collective bargaining agreenent has bid periods
15 of 30 days. And so, sonetines, if | was to bid

16 31 days or 28 days, depending on the nonth, it would
17 skew the followi ng nonth. You know, | would have

18 nore PCH on one nonth and | ess PCH on the next nonth.
19 And so to kind of fix that issue, we were trying to
20 capture that as a single input for the bid period to
21 fix that issue.

22 kay. Anybody have questions on that?

23 The next page, if you flip it, please,

24  there's a notion for continued education for the

25 recordi ng secretary, Joshua Rockwood. This is an
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1 online course. It was $67 and the overview are the
2 principles and guidelines for Robert's Rul es of
3 Oder.
4 Joshua Rockwood took it upon hinself after
5 recognizing that he didn't feel that the notions --
6 that the auditors didn't feel that the notions or
7 m nutes were appropriate, he took it upon hinself to
8 do that education. W had never been offered any
9 other type of training -- and I'I|l get to that --
10 because we were established during COVID and so
11  during the pandemc, there was nobody that could come
12 out to the local. And we did do an online training
13 wth people that were brand new in that position,
14  because for the nost part, there had been a heavy
15 turnover of the airline division and the people at
16 the Teansters |ocal.
17 W didn't know anything about the politics.
18 | had no idea who was there before. So there's been
19 a lot of kind of banter back and forth about the
20 Hoffa teamand the OBrien team | don't know. W
21 didn't know anythi ng about any of that. W had
22 nothing to do with the politics. Wen we were
23 reaching out for legal advice or anything else from
24 the IBT, we were reaching out as an organi zati on.
25 You know, when you have a new president,
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1 you're nowthat president's guys. That's it. So we
2 never -- we didn't play the politics, and to be quite
3 frank, we didn't participate in any. W didn't know.
4 So there was training for Josh Rockwood.

5 If you flip the page, the next one is for

6 the attached policy and procedure manual. Again, us
7 trying to conply with the requests fromthe auditors.
8 W actually sought legal counsel. W hired a firmto
9 put together the bylaws -- sorry, policy and

10 procedure manual for us -- and that entire packet was
11 what they wote. W gave themsone bullet points,

12 this is how we operate, these are the difficulties we
13 have; and through passes back and forth, the attorney
14 wote the entire policy manual. He is an RLA and

15 union attorney that's well known in the industry and
16 so we thought that was a proper policy and procedure
17 manual that we voted on and then presented to the

18 auditors.

19 If you skip the next page, there is a fairly
20 expensive new conputer that | requested. It had a
21 four terabyte hard drive to handle the video editing
22 that was fairly extensive. That was brought up in
23 sone of the testinmony fromGeg. And it was
24  expensive because | needed a faster hard drive
25 Dbecause | did over 70-plus videos for the pil ot
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1 group. It was a regular thing that we did, put it

2 online. Qur pilots were paying -- for context, a

3 captain was paying over $500 a nonth in union dues

4 and so they were expecting a higher quality of video.

5 | started by doing it on ny phone, got a | ot of poor

6 coments on it. They said they |iked the materi al

7 but they wanted an inproved product. W tried to

8 accomobdate that and we had the budget to do it.

9 If you flip to the next page, it says, "I'm
10 putting a notion to request educational expenses for
11 nysel f and Ryan Joseph.”

12 Again, here we're paying for training, we
13  both successfully went to a Harvard online

14 negotiation session and this was approved by the

15 board. So there's been assertions that there was no
16 training, we didn't try to educate ourselves or

17 better train ourselves and this was approved by the
18 board in January of 2023. And we attended those

19 classes and successfully conpl eted them

20 All right. So trustee reports were being
21 generated, approved, and revi ewed each nonth, even
22 before the IBT audit. 1'd ask that you go back to
23 Exhi bit 24, which is in the February 2022 trustee
24 report. Page 9 of 30, if you wll.

25 So inthe limted supporting materials
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1 related to that report, I've included ny expense
2 report for the nonth and backup recei pts and
3 docunentation for those expenses.
4 Not e t hese docunents reflect the practice
5 prior to the IBT auditors' arrival earlier this year
6 and simlar reports would have been done by the
7 executive assistant and other board nmenbers. |In real
8 tinme, receipts were turned in and included in the
9 reports. \Wen receipts were mssing, affidavits were
10 al so done in real tine.
11 | do not know or understand the basis for
12 Trustee Unterseher's allegation on Page 8 of the
13 charging report that says | discouraged and
14  di sapproved expenditures for Local 2118 officers and
15 staff to attend training regarding financi al
16 governance. Just note the approvals for training
17 before and after the IBT audit.
18 Despite the charges nade even before the
19 audit and investigation, the executive board was
20 approving training and having routine audits
21 performed. Wth our prior audits, if we were
22 requested any notions or mnutes, we provided the
23  supporting docunentation as requested and the issue
24  woul d be resol ved.
25 Additionally, mssing receipts affidavits
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1 were treated as acceptable during those audits.

2 Calibre is a well known firmthat audits many | BT

3 | ocal s and was recomended to us by the IBT. On a

4 yearly basis, they audited our practices, receipts,

5 FI'ight Pay Loss, and expenses. |[|f they found issues,
6 they would report those and ask us to correct them

7 which we always did.

8 Qur local was forned at a particularly busy
9 juncture that happened to be occurring during the

10 COVI D pandem c. The adm nistration and the

11 I nternational |evel was changi ng and our CBA was

12 reopeni ng for negotiations. There was no purposeful
13 intent by ne or other officers to not create and

14 inplenent policies in line with our |ocal practices
15 because we were regularly being audited. W did not
16 view our practices as deficient.

17 It was ny understanding, and | believe that
18 of the other board nenbers, that the devel opnent of
19 witten policy and procedures were to happen
20 organically and that a policies and procedures nanual
21 was not required i mediately upon the local's rel ease
22 fromtrusteeship. M belief was based on
23 conversations with Scott Hegland and | egal counsel.
24  Because 2118 was regularly being audited, we did not
25 view our practices as deficient.
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1 Nonet hel ess, when the IBT auditors arrived

2 in January of this year, | and the other officers

3 were cooperative and receptive to the recommendati ons
4 and requests nmade. W were prepared to inplenent

5 policies as required.

6 | and others, however, were renoved before

7 we were able to conplete the process. As |

8 understand, the audit was never conpleted. W were

9 never given the opportunity to fully adjudicate or

10 correct any of the issues that were presented.

11 | did not appreciate the extent of the

12 I ssues that were raised in the IBT final audit report
13 dated April 25, 2024, which | received a copy of for
14 the first tinme just a couple of weeks ago. | also

15 have not had an opportunity to review all of the

16 transactions associated with the cunul ative values in
17 the audit report or the charging docunent in this

18 matter.

19 As such, | could not anticipate and prepare
20 for exactly which transactions would be raised, if
21 any, by the charging party. Nonetheless, | would
22 |ike to offer the panel context as to the certain
23 categories of charges questioned by the auditors and
24  Trustee Unterseher.
25 When on travel with other union nenbers, our
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1 executive assistant woul d nmake arrangenents for group
2 booking. When nmaking such bookings, the |ocal wanted
3 a space where uni on nenbers could neet and confer

4 before and after official neetings. Oten a suite or
5 | arger room was booked so that the group had a

6 private neeting space available to us. To reserve a
7 separate conference roomw thin a hotel for such

8 pur pose would typically cost far nore than the room
9 rate for a larger room Therefore, the booking for
10 one larger hotel roomthat could accommobdate snall

11  group neetings saved the |ocal funds.

12 As to the allegation that the |local failed
13 to abide by directives fromthe International

14 regarding the nonthly audits of the l|ocal's books and
15 records, | sought advice fromthe |nternational

16 regardi ng whether wi tnessed wet signatures were

17 required for a trustee report. | had nultiple

18 conversations with the International, including with
19 Airline Director Joe Ferreira, about this issue. |If
20 | "' m saying his nanme incorrectly, | apol ogi ze.
21 The chief issue was that flying each of the
22 trustees to Las Vegas each nonth to execute
23 signatures in person would be very costly based upon
24 what the International was suggesting. The three
25 trustees would have to take Flight Pay Loss and incur
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1 travel expenses to be physically present in Las Vegas
2 to sign the report.

3 Froma financial standpoint, it nmade no

4 sense and the International did not seemto

5 appreciate that our trustees were not all based in

6 Las Vegas. Wen | asked what policy required the

7 trustees to be on the prem ses when signing the

8 monthly reports, | was told that the witten policy

9 was in process and not yet drafted and approved.

10 Through these conversations | offered a

11  couple of alternative options that would be |ess

12 costly to the local, including setting up satellite
13 bases where the trustees live. Wile this may sound
14 nonsensical, it would have been far cheaper than

15 flying three trustees to Las Vegas every nonth to

16 sign a docunment that could have been done via

17 DocuSi gn or some ot her protocol.

18 And to take that in context, it's because of
19 the hourly pay rate that a pilot makes. |f you | ook
20 at the hourly pay rate, our guys are at -- when
21 they're at premiumpay, it's over $300 an hour. So
22 for pulling themfor three days, it would be
23 extrenely expensive to fly themdown to sign a
24  docunment that they were literally printing fromtheir
25 printer and then having to take down there, touch the

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500



Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

Page 323
1 buil ding, and sign it.
2 So it's just a different thing for airlines
3 and we were nore than willing to try to accommobdate
4 different itenms. And if the ruling cane down that we
5 needed to fly all those guys, that's an expense we
6 needed to incur, we were happy to accommobdate but we
7 were trying to work through those processes and
8 procedures. W were having a |l ot of dialogue wth
9 that and ne reaching out to the airline division. |
10 thought | was reaching out to the organization and
11 they were the final authority on that until | was
12 told otherw se.
13 Joe Ferreira sent the e-mail that is
14 included in Exhibit 10 in order to try to resolve
15 this issue. Take a look at that. And it says --
16 and, again, Joe Ferreira was new to the position.
17 Davi d Bourne had previously been the airline director
18 for 15 years, and that was one of the reasons that we
19 wanted to keep himas a consultant, because of his
20 vast experience.
21 So Joe Ferreira was new to the position. He
22 wites, "Good norning, Kinberly. | would [ike to ask
23 a favor since you are well versed with running a
24 local and | amvery green at it. Currently Andrew
25 and his | ocal have devel oped software that puts all
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1 the billings in place by expense and person doing the
2 expenses. It is all electronic. It can be printed
3 and electronically signed off by the trustees. He
4 was contacted by Scott Hilton, assistant to the
5 General Secretary-Treasurer, that an electronic
6 nethod is not allowed. So | spoke with Scott and he
7 gave nme a couple of options. The difficulty for
8 Andrew was getting three trustees together at once to
9 sign the docunents in one |ocation because of their
10 flight schedule and pay | oss and | ocati on.
11 "Scott recommended assigning pilots that are
12 in Phoenix. Scott also said they don't have to be in
13 the roomat the sane tine to sign the docunents. The
14  question then becones, can he just print the
15 docunents for the trustees to review, keep a file
16 sonewhere, and does he have to open up a satellite
17 office in Phoenix? | figure you would have been down
18 this road. Please keep us -- please give us your
19 opi nion."
20 So there was several issues with this.
21 First off, our trustees, they're voted on, so we
22 can't just sinply pick three guys that live in
23 Phoenix to go to the office.
24 Second, the contract only allows us for
25 short-termuni on business to have two people off at
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1 any giventime. So | could only get two of them off
2 and if | had a representative doing a grievance
3 hearing or an arbitration or anything |like that, that
4 would take those two guys off and the trustees then
5 could not travel.
6 So we had tinelines issues. W had
7 limtations in our collective bargai ning agreenent
8 that only allowed us one |ong-termguy and two
9 short-termguys to be off at a tine, period. So for
10 us to send the three trustees down was difficult. So
11 we tried to cone up with different nethods to do
12 t hat .
13 | had suggested having DocuSi gn, having a
14 notary go to their hones and have it signed. And
15 having a local -- maybe that sounds like it's
16 extrenely expensive, but even renting an office in
17 each one of those cities was far | ess expensive than
18 doing a Flight Pay Loss for each of these individuals
19 for several days.
20 As stated, we took this issue to Joe
21 Ferreira, he tried to get sone resolution onit. He
22 had several phone calls. | think he had a neeting
23 wth Zuckerman's office, is what he told ne, but --
24 and then he told us that the International was going
25 to discuss it and get back to us in a witten
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1 statenent. The International never provided a

2 positionin witing as | specifically requested,

3 directing that the trustees' signatures had to be

4 done in one particular place or way.

5 Ferreira directed us to continue the

6 practice of obtaining digital signatures from each

7 trustee until the |IBT advised otherwise in witing,

8 and that is what we did. There is also an allegation
9 of lack of witten policies and procedures and

10 meeting mnutes and resolutions. | believe that

11  Local 2118 was follow ng the practices and Local 1224
12 and | thought those practices were sound. | didn't
13 realize in real tinme that mnutes were not being

14 created for sone neetings.

15 So for context, at 1224 we never put a

16 notion in to travel to Las Vegas. | worked there for
17 years. W never had to put a notion in. That was

18 considered normal union business. Since our office
19 was in Las Vegas, | was living in Phoenix, | flew
20 down several times, three or four tines a nonth, to
21 Las Vegas to do union work. And all of our
22 representatives, every tinme we had an arbitration --
23  which was al nbst every nonth -- or a grievance
24  hearing or represented a pilot, we had to travel
25 Dbecause we're based in 22 different bases.
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1 Many of the charges flagged by the auditors
2 occurred during the organizational trusteeship before
3 | was principal officer. 1In fact, over $24, 000 of

4 the cited $157,000 occurred while we were in

5 trusteeship and were nmarked by the auditors as

6 not - approved expenses. Those expenses were approved
7 by Trustee Hegl and.

8 Once the Local 2118 executive board was in

9 pl ace, we followed the sane practices and did not

10 realize we did not need to create or inplenent any

11  policy or approve notions for each incurring expense.
12 Before ny renoval as principal officer,

13 witten docunentation of past approvals was created,
14 made as a notion, and voted on as reflected in the

15 meeting mnutes for this year. That docunentation

16 was created at the suggestion of the auditors and was
17 not intended to cover up the transaction. |

18 undertook extensive efforts to obtain copies of the
19 m ssing receipts identified by the auditors while
20 still in ny position.
21 For instance, | contacted restaurants to
22 request a copy of the mssing receipt for their
23 records. For sone charges |ike parking, the parking
24  stub would be deposited in the nmachine to exit the
25 | ot or garage, neaning no receipt could or would be
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1 obtained beyond a credit card statenent. Receipts |
2 could not obtain, | conpleted a mssing affidavit.
3 That's why there's a second set of m ssing receipts
4 affidavits, because the first set m ght have had
5 eight itens on that and we found four of them or
6 eight of themor six of them whatever, so we marked
7 those off and then we included the remaining itens
8 that were unable to be obtained as a sunmary notion
9 or additional affidavit.
10 As | said, | again spent significant tine
11 and effort to provide records and docunentation that
12 the auditors found lacking in the local's
13  recordkeeping.
14 According to ny records, the vast mpjority
15 of the receipts were recovered. At the end of the
16 audit, according to ny records, | had 21 receipts
17 that were mssing. Eight of 21 were for |less than
18 $20. According to ny records, the grand total for
19 all 21 mssing receipts that | had was $1, 309. 81
20 total.
21 Again, all mssing receipts had an
22 affidavit. | also returned in March of this year the
23 electronics and ot her equi pnent of the local that I
24  had used in ny home for union business.
25 Because of the geographic span of the Loca
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1 2118 and ny involvenent in various neetings and

2 arbitrations and grievances, it was reasonable that |

3 have a conputer nonitor and internet service --

4 sorry. It was responsible that | had a conputer

5 nonitor and internet service to support online video

6 conferencing. It is worth noting that the |ocal also

7 provided nonitors to the local's adm nistrative

8 assistant for use fromhone as well.

9 | believe the $157, 000 nunber cited in the
10 charges is the cunulative total of all transactions
11 initially flagged by the IBT auditors and that was
12 actually confirmed yesterday. Before ny renoval, |
13 believe the vast mgjority of those expenses were
14  substantiated to the auditors' satisfaction, |
15  Dbelieved.

16 Not ably, we had al ready taken steps as

17 needed during the Calibre audit. As such, it's a
18 gross overstatenent to say there were $157,000 in
19 unaut hori zed expenses charged to the | ocal when

20  supporting docunentation was provided for nearly al
21  of them

22 In a few instances individuals did not

23 reinburse the local for personal incidental charges
24 nmentioned in the charging docunment. Through the

25 audit process and ny renoval as principal officer, |
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1 reinbursed to the |ocal approximtely $350 for
2 al cohol purchases during a conpany Christmas party in
3 Las Vegas. | did so not because | thought the
4  expenses were inappropriate, but because | was
5 purchasing drinks for nenbership at this event and
6 did not wite down their names on the back of the
7 receipts.
8 And | want to nmake it clear that the
9 mul tiple parties and clubs, nightclubs, that he is
10 tal king about, if there was one corporate event that
11  was sponsored by Allegiant, the whole C suite was
12 there. The Hakkasan ni ghtclub was closed, it's not
13 open on Tuesdays, so the venue was rented by
14 Allegiant. Al of the pilots were there. | was
15 purchasing alcoholic drinks for the pilots to try to
16 get themas a neasure of goodwill. W had a
17 hospitality suite that was there and all of the C
18 suite and the chief pilots were invited and they
19 attended the hospitality suite afterwards.
20 So | considered that work. The al cohol that
21 was purchased was primarily for them | was not
22 drinking while | was negotiating with them but we
23 spent several hours -- | spent several hours with
24  Scott Sheldon, the first opportunity I'd had to sit
25 down with the guy outside of the neeting roomto try
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1 to cone to sonme resolution during negotiations. So

2 that was an opportunity that we took and we felt it

3 was well -- an expense that was well spent.

4 Unt er seher al so nmakes |ibelous clains that |
5 used ny personal credit card for the vast majority of
6 the local's expenses. This is an outrageous

7 statement with no basis in fact. The credit card he
8 is referring to was a business credit card

9 established during trusteeship and Iinked to the

10 | ocal 's EI'N nunber, not ny personal credit card and
11 not ny -- it's not linked to nmy personal credit.

12 Further, his statenents that holding a

13 liability in ny name for the local -- it was a

14  $75,000 credit card -- would somehow i ncrease ny

15 credit or ny credit score is ridiculous and speaks to
16 his lack of understanding of how credit works. All
17 benefits and points were earned and used by the | ocal
18 for the local.

19 Finally, |I started construction of ny hone.
20 He makes reference that | sonehow increased ny credit
21 score to build ny hone. | started construction on ny
22 hone prior to the establishnment of Local 2118 and |
23 was an owner-builder. | built it myself so | had to
24 fund it nyself. | also may provide it, but I have a
25 credit report that | have generated and obviously the
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1 corporate credit card was not |inked to ny personal

2 credit card. That's not even possible if you know

3  how EIN nunbers work or business credit cards work.

4 Al right. Charge 3, nove on to there,

5 pl ease. Charge 3 alleges that | as president paid

6 law firms and consultants in order to enbezzle union
7 funds by retroactively legitimzing ny illegal salary
8 and benefit schene and the unaut horized paynent noted
9 in Charge 2 above. | deny this charge fully.

10 Charge 3 is a gross m scharacterization of
11 good faith efforts taken by nyself and the executive
12 board to respond to the issues raised by the |IBT

13 auditors and docunment past approvals of the executive
14  board. Again, based upon the comments and gui dance
15 of the IBT auditors.

16 For context, we were managi ng and governi ng
17 to the best of our ability. W are pilots, trade

18 unionists trying to do our job. W were el ected

19 officials. Deficiencies were discovered and noted to
20 us. We did the best we could, so we hired
21 professionals to help us through this process,
22 because there's no guidance again. There's not a
23 manual that is given to you that says this is how you
24 need to do your policies and procedures. So we did
25 the best we coul d.
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1 W hired an attorney and said, hey, help us
2 out with the policy and procedure manual, guide us

3 wth this process and that's what they did.

4 Based upon the issues raised by the |IBT

5 auditors as to the docunentation of witten policies
6 that was lacking in the local's record, it was ny

7 judgnent that it was advisable to obtain |egal

8 counsel with experience in governance to assist the
9 | ocal so the issues could be raised nost efficiently.
10 The executive board approved the retention
11 of Fow er Law Goup and WIllig, WIlians & Davi dson
12 in January and February of this year. That equal

13 approval is reflected in the executive board neeting
14  for February 28, 2024. The rates paid to law firns
15 were reasonable in ny assessnent.

16 For instance, WAD quoted hourly rates of

17 $325, and for the ERISA matters, which is the benefit
18 portion, in fact, those hourly rates were $400. And
19 those rates were not nuch different than what Local
20 1224 paid Ed d eason as outside counsel five years
21 ago in 2019. However, deason was on retainer, so he
22 was paid $250 per hour for 40 hours every nonth
23 regardl ess of whether he actually worked 40 hours or
24 not .
25 A eason's 2019 fee arrangenent in worKking
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1 for Local 1224, which is likely outdated, is
2 reflected in Exhibit 2. And I'mnot going to -- I'm
3 just putting that in as evidence to show what his pay
4 rate was.
5 Under ny | eadership, Local 2118 paid | ega
6 fees only for hours worked. It is rather perverse
7 that M. Unterseher filed Charge 3 when he engaged in
8 essentially the sanme conduct in hiring Attorney
9 A eason once financial and governance issues were
10 rai sed. He went and sought |egal counsel to advise
11  himthrough the situation. The executive board of
12 Local 2118 did the sanme thing, but is now being
13 charged for that conduct.
14 QG her than the bald conclusion in the
15 charging docunment, there's no basis for the aninus
16 toward nme to contend that | acted with any intent to
17 deceive or cover up the actions or past inactions of
18 the Local 2118 executive board.
19 Attorneys al so have ethical obligations and
20 cannot know ngly assist in msconduct or crine. The
21 mere retention of law firns and consultants at a
22 reasonabl e rate does not support the conclusion that
23 a coverup was done. There was no coverup. | acted
24 in good faith to get the local the experience and
25 resources it needed to tinely address the issues
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rai sed by the I BT auditors.
|"mgoing to take a nonent here to kind of
talk about the letter that | saw for the first tine.

Ryan Joseph submtted a letter stating that there was

1

2

3

4

5 sone kind of kickback programthat David Bourne was
6 associated with and sone of the consultants were

7 associated wth.

8 | want it noted there was an investigation
9 on that. At the time of the investigation, they

10 didn't say anythi ng about kickbacks, | don't believe.
11 | think they were tal ki ng about some kind of -- what
12 was the pay structure, why did we hire these

13 gentlenen. Sean Hughes --

14 MR. HARDENBROOK: Andrew, if | may interrupt
15 you, which exhibit are you referring to?

16 MR. ROBLES: Very good. Charging party --
17 So he states in here -- and |I' m paraphrasing
18 here -- but: | received information from Scott

19 Hegl and that M. Bourne is receiving a 10 percent

20 comm ssion fromcontractors utilized to and utilized
21 by the Local 2118. This arrangenent recently

22 i ncl uded John Onens, an APA negotiator. He states in
23 here that he was paid $39,000 and M. Bourne received
24  a $3,900 ki ckback.

25 That is absolutely in no way factual. |'ve
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1 never heard of any type of kickback. John Omens was
2 paid $39,000 and | think a |l ot of these nunbers are
3 thrown out there for shock value. For people that
4 are not pilots, $39,000 is a ridicul ous amount, but
5 John Owens just negotiated one of the |argest
6 contracts ever at American Airlines. He is a
7 captain, senior captain, at American Airlines and
8 earned nore than $39, 000 per nonth while he was
9 there.
10 So when | was seeking -- we were at a
11 standstill on negotiations. After and during the
12 el ection, it was clear to ne by the pilots that the
13 vast majority of the pilots that were not supporting
14  us, were not supporting us because they felt we were
15 novi ng too slow on the negotiations. At the tine |
16 was the chief negotiator. | recognize that we were
17 doing the best we could, but I think some of the
18 aninus between nyself and nmanagenent was getting in
19 the way.
20 So wth that, | took a step back and said,
21  you know what, | need to renove nyself. |1'mgoing to
22 start the entire conmttee over, I'mgoing to renove
23 the people in there and build a new team and put
24 those people in there after the election. That's
25 what occurred.
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1 I noved nyself and the entire ExCo. |
2 reached out to Southwest Airlines and talked to their
3 chi ef negotiator, tal ked about hiring himto possibly
4 do our negotiations. During the course of those
5 interviews, though, | found that he didn't have any
6 experience with PBX, which is a scheduling system and
7 a mgjor point of contention for us. So he was out.
8 | reached out to Ed Sicher, who was the then
9 presi dent of American Airlines and he recommended
10 John Owens. So | reached out to David Bourne.
11 said, do you know John Omnens? Yeah, he is a great
12 guy, blah, blah, blah. Dd an interviewwth him
13 had the entire board interview this man. Ryan Joseph
14 was invited to that process to interview John Onens
15 and he chose to not attend.
16 So we did do an interview, we did due
17 process. W also had several other interviews with
18 him had our attorney talk to John Onens, who was
19 also participating in that.
20 My intention was to | eave Scott Hegland in
21 the roomas a person that had previous know edge of
22 all of the previous passes and TAs, and we were goi ng
23 to bring John Omens in the roomand a brand new
24 Alegiant teamto try and reset and restart and get
25 the negotiations done.

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500



Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

Page 338
1 W were told by John Onens that he was | ess
2 than a nonth away fromgetting the contract
3 conpleted. He did an enornous anount of work to try
4 and get it done and | think we were very close in
5 getting a contract conpleted prior to us getting
6 renoved.
7 The NMB -- when he was term nated by
8 Unterseher, John Oanens and that entire team was
9 termnated because he felt that they had connection
10 to ne even after | was renoved and put in
11 trusteeship. | was renoved fromoffice. He then
12 fired the entire negotiation teamand that put us at
13 a huge standstill and has cost us mllions of
14  dol l ars.
15 So with all of that said, | do not believe
16 in any way, shape, or form David Bourne, Scott
17 Hegl and -- | think Jack Al bertine, John Oaens, or any
18 of those people were doing any type of ki ckback
19 thing. They were hired by ne for their experience.
20 They had vast experience in their particular
21 positions and they were paid very fair rates.
22 Al right. Charge 5. Charge 5 alleges that
23 |, along with the other nenbers of the executive
24  board, devised a plan to get Secretary-Treasurer Ryan
25 Joseph fired fromhis job with Al egi ant because
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1 Joseph wote a conplaint to the International about

2 the election and his belief that | destroyed an

3 election docunment. | deny this charge fully.

4 Ryan Joseph's conplaint to the Internationa
5 was a surprise. He chose to run on ny election slate
6 | ast year, posting nessages advocating for the

7 reelection of all seven nenbers. Miltiple tines he

8 made statenents along the lines of the foll ow ng,

9 “Under their collective | eadership, the board has

10 denonstrated unparal |l el ed experience and conm t nent,
11 driving significant advancenents and advocati ng

12 effectively for the pilot group.”

13 Joseph's whi st ebl ower conpl aints were

14 specifically with regards to post-election matters.
15 The I BT conducted a hearing and his allegations we

16 found to be false. No conplaint was ever nade to the
17 audit by Ryan Joseph to the IBT, the joint council,
18 or any EBoard nenber.

19 | undertook no actions to retaliate against
20 Ryan Joseph for making a report to the International.
21 | certainly would have preferred Joseph to have
22 raised any concerns with the board directly before
23 escalating them but in early 2024, we were
24  endeavoring to conmply with the IBT's investigation
25 and audit of Local 2118.
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1 The sole basis alleged for this charge are
2 purported conversations with or by Rockwood with one
3 or nore Local 2118 nenbers. There's no allegation of
4 any participation on ny part in such conversations.
5 And as you heard yesterday, | believe that
6 conversation did not occur. | think that was
7 confirmed by the w tness.
8 As al |l eged, Charge 5 is hearsay and
9 describes actions that were not taken. No charges
10 were filed against Joseph. |'mnot aware of any
11 actions taken to seek his discharge from enpl oynent
12 at Allegiant Air, as an Allegiant Air pilot.
13 Further, I'm not aware of Rockwood nmaki ng
14 any of the statenents as alleged in Charge 5.
15 | would also like it noted that the
16 collective bargaining agreenent does not allow the
17 union to ask for the termnation of a pilot unless
18 they're deficient on dues. That's the only tine that
19 we can request for a pilot to be termnated. So no
20 one here is that derelict to not understand that the
21 contract doesn't allowit in the first place. And we
22 coul d have brought Ryan Joseph up on charges if we so
23 chose. He said fal se charges agai nst nyself and the
24  EBoard. They were false. And we were trying to nove
25 forward with that. W didn't take any action agai nst
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hi m what soever .

So in conclusion and in closing, | would
|i ke to note that | and the executive board al so
consulted our legal teamin real tine as well as
ext ensi vely when working through the audit process
earlier this year. W followed the |egal advice that
we received. W were not careless. W took the
running of this local very seriously. W -- and |
particularly -- were constantly m ndful of not being
wast eful of union funds and certainly did not act in
any way that | thought was deceitful or not in
support of Local 2118.

In addition to ny statenents and exhibits
here today, the statenent of ny fell ow EBoards are
al so charged -- sorry, the statenents of ny fellow
EBoard nenbers al so charged are relevant to ne as
well. | ask that you take their testinony into
account as it relates to the charges agai nst ne.

| also request that | be provided a copy of
the transcript, including all exhibits of this
hearing and be allowed to nake a witten statenment or
subm ssion to the panel within three weeks of receipt
of this transcript, given that | was not provided
advance notice of the charging party's exhibits in

order to prepare to respond to themall directly
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1 today. A witten subm ssion may include additional
2 exhibits to address the points that | could not
3 anticipate in preparing for today.
4 | think that's all | need to say right now
5 | would like to reserve anything else for our closing
6 statenment. That's it.
7 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. So M. Cawl ey, |
8 assune you have sone information to provide or a
9 statement to make?
10 MR, CAWLEY: Yes.
11 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. | think what we
12 wll dois just go in order and | know we've been
13 going for a mnute, but let's go through yours and
14  then everybody will have an opportunity. W wll
15 assess as we go, but go ahead.
16 MR. CAWEY: Do you mnd if we take a short
17  bat hroom br eak?
18 MR HARDENBROCK: That's perfectly fine.
19 We'll go off the record. Be back in here by 10: 30,
20 pl ease.
21 MR CAWEY: Thank you.
22 (Wher eupon, a recess was taken.)
23 MR. HARDENBROOK: We're going to go back on
24 the record. It's 10:31 a.m, and M. Cawl ey, you are
25 up.

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500



Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

Page 343
1 MR CAWEY: H there. Hello panel nenbers
2 and everyone here today. M nane is M chael Caw ey
3 and | ama tw ce-elected and now fornmer trustee of
4 Local 2118. 1've loyally served this local in
5 several positions over the past eight years.
6 My union service began as a safety conmttee
7 menber in 2016, and | have since volunteered ny tine
8 to the service of our collective benefit also as a
9 safety conmittee chair, a steward, and a trustee of
10 Local 2118.
11 Throughout all this tinme, nyself and ny
12 coll eagues charged here today have worked tirel essly
13 and commtted thousands of hours of our personal
14 time, nost of it unpaid, to the betternent of
15 everyone's careers here at Allegiant.
16 | have never gained any personal benefit,
17 nonetary or otherwi se, for my tinme as a union
18 volunteer. Allegiant is where | want to spend the
19 remai nder of ny career and | sinply felt a
20 responsibility to contribute to inproving the quality
21 of life for all Allegiant pilots.
22 In March of 2024, | was renoved from ny
23 union position by Geg Unterseher, with authority
24 granted by Ceneral President Sean O Brien, under the
25 false pretenses of protecting the nenbership froma
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corrupt executive board.
The charges presented at this hearing have
followed five nonths later and they are sinply

basel ess and inflammatory accusati ons neant to danage

1

2

3

4

5 ny character.
6 | stand here today to defend nysel f agai nst

7 these libelous and sl anderous charges and | w |

8 address each charge individually.

9 | would like to note also that al

10 testinony, exhibits, and evidence entered by Captain

11  Andrew Robles is applicable in ny case as well. |

12 ask the panel to please consider all exhibits and

13 testinony as evidence to additionally support ny

14  defense.

15 Starting wth Charge 4. Charge 4 all eges

16 that | aided and abetted President Robles' violations
17 as set forth in Charges 1, 2, and 3, and as such

18 violated ny oath of office and fiduciary

19 responsibility to Local 2118 and its nenbership as

20 well as the International Union. | deny Charge 4
21  fully.
22 Regardi ng Charge 1, it has al ways been ny

23 full belief, and as shown clearly in Captain Robles'
24 testinony and evi dence presented at this hearing,

25 that the conpensation paid to Captain Robles was in
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1 full conpliance with the | anguage of the collective

2 bargaining agreenent, the bylaws, and the

3 | nternational constitution. There was never any

4 attenpt to circunvent any portion of the bylaws and |

5 find both M. Unterseher and M. Ryan Joseph's

6 testinmony fromthe trusteeship hearing, their

7 testinony here today, and the | anguage published in

8 these charges to be conpletely fal se.

9 | was fully aware of the process being used
10 to admnistrate Captain Robles' Flight Pay Loss and
11 the entire executive board was aware of that process
12 since the inception of Local 2118 and its initial
13 release fromadmnistrative trusteeship. Indeed, the
14 anmount and the process used for Captain Robl es’

15 conpensation was even di scussed openly wth the

16 entire nenbership base at several general nenbership
17 neetings as well as vetted by the IBT | egal

18 departnent several years prior.

19 It's inmportant to also note that the

20 majority of the executive board reviewed the Flight
21 Pay Loss expenses nmonthly with the three trustees and
22 secretary-treasurer. Even Ryan Joseph, in his

23 capacity as both trustee and | ater as

24  secretary-treasurer, signed and submtted the

25 trustees' report to General Secretary-Treasurer Fred
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Zuckerman's office every nonth.
Not a single nenber of the executive board
nor a single nenber of CGeneral Secretary-Treasurer

Zuckerman's office ever raised a concern with the

1
2
3
4
5 FI i ght Pay Loss expenses or process. |f even one of
6 these accusations were true, then none of it would
7 have been possible without the conplicit and direct
8 assi stance of M. Ryan Joseph, yet M. Unterseher has
9 sonehow al ready absol ved Ryan Joseph of

10 responsibility for the things we stand here charged
11 with.

12 M. Joseph had a fiduciary responsibility as
13 a trustee fromJanuary 2022 through April 2023, and
14 was entirely responsible for the finances of Local

15 2118 after being pronoted to secretary-treasurer by
16 the nmpjority vote of the executive board in

17  April 2023.

18 He never raised a single concern to any

19 menber of the executive board regarding Captain

20 Robl es' Flight Pay Loss. In fact, no concern

21 regarding Flight Pay Loss was ever heard from or

22 raised by himuntil he began reciting M. Geg

23 Unterseher's old argunent fromyears past on the

24 first day of the audit in January 2024. Yet even so,

25 he continued to sign, seal, and send the trustee
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1 reports to the I BT nonthly from January through

2 March 2024.

3 Capt ai n Robl es' conpensati on has | ong been

4 the target of M. Geg Unterseher and Attorney Ed

5 A eason in concerted attenpts to discredit and unseat

6 himas far back as 2018. In fact, they have targeted

7 several past individuals with the sane argunent to no

8 avai | .

9 If we needed any nore evidence to show how
10 personal this is for themboth, Attorney  eason has
11 been in the hotel |obby for the entirety of this
12 hearing, assisting M. Unterseher every tine he
13 | eaves the roomin addition to two other attorneys
14 here, Attorney Vazquez and Attorney Rice, which | can
15 only assune is being paid by Local 2118.

16 The Allegiant pilots are paying for

17 M. Unterseher's and Attorney d eason's political

18 agenda and | ong-held grudge dating back over six

19 years. They have recycled this current unqualified

20 argunent for years and it has been discredited

21 several tines, even by the International Brotherhood
22 of Teansters |egal departnent as Captain Robles has

23 denonstrated wth the evidence presented at this

24  heari ng.

25 You' ve heard the contract references from
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1 Captain Andrew Robles, but the sinple points are
2 this: Being enployed as a pilot at Allegiant Ar
3 qual i fies each person to be a nenber of the union,
4 regardless of whether you neet specific FAA | andi ng
5 recency requirenments. Union nenbership is based on
6 your enploynent status and job classification rather
7 than on specific operational qualifications |ike
8 | andi ng recency.
9 FAA recency requirenents regarding the
10 nunber of landings in the previous 90 days do not
11 qualify nor disqualify a pilot as an enpl oyee nor as
12 a menber of the local union and therefore could not
13 disqualify any pilot under the terns of the byl aws
14 and the collective bargai ni ng agreenent.
15 An exanpl e that should make it clear for
16 everyone is this: |If any pilot were on reserve | eave
17 or vacation and didn't nanage to conplete three
18 | andi ngs in the past 90 days, follow ng the |ogic of
19 M. Unterseher's argunent they should be disqualified
20 as a nenber of the union in good standing and no
21 | onger eligible for Flight Pay Loss regardl ess of
22 their enploynent. | believe this argunment is
23 conpletely fal se.
24 Next, the charge itself is inconsistent,
25 which further proves our position that M. Unterseher
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1 is sinply trying to reinterpret the |anguage of the
2 CBA, bylaws, and the International Constitution years
3 | ater to fulfill his personal agenda. It alleges
4 that Captain Robles enbezzled $175, 000, but demands
5 repaynment of over $982, 000, which doesn't align with
6 the accusation even renotely.
7 The charge is inappropriate to begin and the
8 relief requested is even nore inappropriate.
9 believe the phrase for this is the quote: Throw nud
10 at the wall and see what sti cks.
11 | would also like to point out for the
12 record that President O Brien has taken origina
13 jurisdiction in this matter. The International
14 Constitution expects that any nonetary fines inposed
15 would not be paid directly to the treasurer -- sorry,
16 would be paid directly to the treasurer of the
17 | nternational Union, not repaid to the Al egiant
18 pilot group as M. Unterseher has clained in his
19 character assassi nation canpai gn agai nst us.
20 | would like to turn to an exhibit in the
21 record, Page 149 fromthe International Constitution.
22 MR. HARDENBROOK: Everybody has a copy?
23 MR. CAWEY: | believe this is Charged
24  Parties Exhibit 26 now, if I'mcorrect.
25 MR. HARDENBROOK: Thank you. But don't nmake
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1 ny file a grievance against you. It is Charged Party
2 Exhibit 26.
3 MR. CAWEY: Are you ready?
4 MR, HARDENBROOK: Cone here for a second,
5 pl ease.
6 MR. CAWLEY: Yes.
7 MR, HARDENBROOK: G ve ne a second. | want
8 to nmake sure we are accepting sonething into the
9 record that is accurate.
10 kay. | just want the record to reflect, |
11 believe this is the nedia copy in the International
12 Br ot her hood of Teamsters Constitution, what is
13 presented here is actually on Page 152. It's
14 Article 19, Section 10, right?
15 MR. CAWEY: Yes, sir.
16 MR. HARDENBROOK: Do you di sagree with any
17 of that?
18 MR CAWEY: | don't.
19 (Charged Parties Exhibit 26 was
20 marked for identification.)
21 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. o ahead.
22 MR. CAWLEY: Okay. So I'mjust going to
23 read this into the record. Paragraph B is where
24  we're | ooking.
25 “If the fine is assessed when the general
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1 executive board has assuned original jurisdiction, it

2 shall be paid to the treasury of the International

3 Union. |In any other situation in which a general

4  executive board assesses a fine, it shall be paid to

5 the treasury of the subordi nate body which has

6 jurisdiction to consider this charge.”

7 So in this case, any nonetary fines would be

8 paid directly to the International treasury.

9 My question is if any was stolen, which is
10 patently false, | ask this: Wy would M. Unterseher
11 not want to repay the Allegiant pilots' union? |
12 find the accusations of enbezzl enent, racketeering
13 acts, and fraud to be conpletely unfounded and far
14 outside the scope and authority of M. Unterseher to
15 publicly affirmas facts w thout sufficient evidence
16 to support them
17 No reasonabl e person could view the facts
18 and evidence presented here and conclude that any of
19 it anounts to fraudulent or crimnal behavior.

20 Regar di ng Charge 2, Captain Robles’

21 testinony and evi dence presented here has shown that
22 this charge is patently false. Captain Robles was

23 not personally enriched and every nenber of the

24  executive board always put pilots' interests first in
25 every action and decision that we nmake through our
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entire tenure and service to the nmenbership.
| was never silenced by Captain Robles. 1In
fact, nyself and other menbers of the executive board

di sagreed with himregularly and it's ny personal

1
2
3
4
5 belief this nade us a stronger team W were able to
6 disagree, have in-depth and sonetines heated

7 conversations, and always cone to what we believed

8 was the best outcome, result, or decision for the

9 menbership. W always put the pilot group first in
10 every conversation and decision that was nade.

11 | have al ways been a passionate advocate for
12 what | believed was right and |I've never felt afraid
13 to speak up or express ny opinion when necessary. |
14 find M. Ryan Joseph's testinony fromthe trusteeship
15 hearing and again here at this hearing that, quote,
16 "there was an anmount of instilled fear that was

17 preval ent agai nst the executive board,"” to be a gross
18 falsification. The statenent sinply intended to

19 damage nmy character with no factual base.

20 We al ways believed that our procedures as

21 well as basic governance of Local 2118 conplied with
22 our bylaws and the International Constitution fully.
23 During the audit of Local 2118, we were nade aware of
24  perceived deficiencies by the auditors and we fully

25 cooperated with the process and conplied with al
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1 requests to adjust the way we conducted business as
2 M. Joe Polo testified to. Qur cooperation with the
3 audit and the requests nmade by the audit team were
4  always genui ne and we believed they were hel pi ng us
5 i nprove our | ocal.
6 Based on Captain Robles' testinony and
7 evidence presented here today, the panel can clearly
8 see that every single concern presented by the audit
9 team was addressed, responded to, and in nearly every
10 case, confirmed as wholly appropriate.
11 If they were mssing receipts, a m ssing
12 recei pt affidavit was attached. The affidavits put
13 in the record during the audit were duplicate
14 affidavits on top of the ones previously provided
15 after the audit team asked us to reapprove them as
16 new recei pts cane back in.
17 There was no m ssing noney. There was no
18 personal enrichment, and all equi pnent purchased by
19 the local was the sole property of the local. CQur
20 nat ural geographi c separation fromthe | ocal union
21 office required that we conduct business at hone on a
22 regular basis, which even the IBT audit team assured
23 us was permitted and appropriate under the
24  circunstances.
25 Captai n Robl es never owned a personal credit
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1 card that was used to conduct business at the |ocal
2 that | was aware of. | was only aware of the
3 busi ness credit cards owned by the local and tied to
4  Local 2118's business credit and EIN, which I
5 reviewed the expenses on nonthly as a trustee.
6 In several cases, the points on that account
7 were used to purchase equi pnment owned by the | ocal
8 union and which is still in the possession of the
9 | ocal uni on.
10 My understanding is that M. Unterseher
11 hastily closed that account rather than sinply
12 all ow ng Captain Robles to transfer ownership, which
13 prevented himfromretrieving the credit card points,
14  but those points were never used by Captain Andrew
15 Robl es for any personal gain.
16 | have no knowl edge of how a business credit
17 card tied to the Local 2118 EIN and busi ness credit
18 could possibly be related to Captain Robles', quote,
19 "large expensive hone in Arizona," as stated by
20 M. Unterseher in these charges. | find that
21 statenent to be a conplete falsification nmeant only
22 to damage Captain Robles' character and there is no
23 evidence |'ve ever seen that woul d support such a
24 claim
25 Regardi ng Charge 3, ny recollection is that
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1 during the audit, the executive board retai ned two
2 newlaw firms for several reasons, none of which were
3 to conceal any wongdoing. W had been searching
4 some tinme for additional |egal counsel we could use
5 for pieceneal issues and the audit presented a good
6 opportunity to test these firns to see if we'd |ike
7 to continue for certain projects in the future.
8 The | BT audit team posed sever al
9 recommendations to us that they asked us to address.
10 W believed it was always a best practice to run any
11 admnistrative changes concerns by our attorneys to
12 ensure everything was bei ng done properly and in
13 conpliance with all federal and |IBT regul ati ons.
14 No legitimate law firml've ever spoken with
15 would be willing to help conceal things |ike
16 enbezzlenent or fraud. In reality, these law firns
17 were used to ensure that everything we did was in
18 conpliance with the Local 2118 byl aws and the
19 | nternational Constitution, not to help us conceal
20  anything.
21 Every retroactive notion put in place was
22 done so at the direct request of the audit team and
23 wth the guidance of our |egal representation. There
24 was no attenpt to conceal or, quote, "retroactively
25 | egitimze" as stated in these charges, but rather a
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1 cooperative attenpt to conply with requests nade by

2 the audit teamas M. Joe Polo confirmed in his

3 testinony here.

4 Charge 5 alleges that | personally

5 threatened to retaliate against fellow Local 2118

6 executive board nmenber Ryan Joseph because he

7 conplained to the International Union about Brother

8 Robl es' conduct in violation of the International

9 Uni on Constitution and Local 2118 bylaws. | deny

10 Charge 5 fully.

11 Ryan Joseph's whistlebl ower conplaints as

12 referred to in these charges by M. Unterseher was

13 related specifically to an all eged el ection

14  m sconduct by Captain Robles.

15 H s conplaint was investigated fully by the
16 | BT investigative office as well as Joint Council 42,
17 and was discovered to be conpletely false. It's also
18 inportant to note that fal se allegations agai nst any
19 nenber of the union are a violation of both the
20 menbers' oath and the officers' oath found in the
21 2118 bylaws and the International Constitution.
22 Any nmenber of the union, including anyone on
23 the executive board, would have been within their
24 rights to bring Ryan Joseph up on charges for making
25 false clains of crimnal msconduct. |f any nenber
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1 chose to do so, such an action could never be
2 considered retaliation. \Wistleblowers are not
3 protected when making fal se clains.
4 No action was ever taken and no charges were
5 ever brought agai nst Ryan Joseph. | never took any
6 personal action against Ryan Joseph.
7 Additionally, there is no path or ability
8 for anyone on the executive board to interfere with
9 Ryan Joseph's enploynent at Allegiant Air. This
10 accusation has no nerit sinply because it never
11  happened and woul d not even be possi bl e.
12 | have no know edge of M. Rockwood's
13 conversations with any other nenbers of Local 2118
14 and would not be able to speak about what was stated
15 in a private conversation that | had no part in.
16 In conclusion, | would Iike to thank the
17 panel for its time and consideration of all the
18 evidence and testinony at this hearing.
19 Qur executive board acted at all tines in
20 good faith and in the best interests of Local 2118
21 and its nenbership
22 For all the reasons | have outlined here
23 today, | ask that the panel dismss all charges in
24 their entirety.
25 Thank you. That's all | have.
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: Thank you, M. Caw ey.
2 MR ROBLES: Am| allowed to nmake a
3 statenent? |Is that okay?
4 MR. HARDENBROOK: In regards to what?
5 MR. ROBLES:. Sonething he just said.
6 MR HARDENBROCOK: That's fine. Go ahead.
7 MR. ROBLES: GCkay. | just want to clarify.
8 He probably is not aware of this, but there was --
9 once the account was closed for the credit card, |
10 was directed to close the credit card, it still had
11 remaining points onit, so | didn't know what to do
12 with that.
13 | reached out to ny attorney and so he had
14  correspondence with Greg Unterseher and the remaining
15 points were applied towards the balance of the credit
16 card.
17 So | was an authorized user. | was told to
18 close the account and he didn't have access to the
19 credit card points or the account because the proper
20 way to do that would have been for himto becone an
21 authorized user. | was the secretary. | would have
22 had to nmake himthe secretary. Signatures would have
23 to have been done and | woul d have been renpved from
24  the account and he woul d have had full access to the
25 points and the credit card.
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1 But because he cl osed the account forthw th
2 and the points were still associated with the card, |
3 couldn't transfer or then, you know, transfer the

4 account to him | had to -- it was closed and | had
5 to apply the points towards the bal ance that was

6 remaining.

7 MR. HARDENBROOK: (Okay. M. Fogel sanger, do
8 you have a statenent or evidence you want to produce?
9 MR. FOCELSANGER: | do. A statenent and |
10 wll reference at |east a piece of evidence that's in
11 her e.

12 | would like to reiterate what M. Caw ey

13 said that all the exhibits presented be considered in
14 ny case al so.

15 I, Ryan Fogel sanger, submt this statenent
16 to defend against the allegations presented in the

17  charges.

18 As a nenber of the executive board for Loca
19 2118, | was directly involved in decisions regarding
20 Andrew Robl es' conpensation, the managenent of the
21 union, and the overall governance of the |ocal.
22 The accusations agai nst Robles and the
23  executive board are unfounded and politically
24  notivat ed.
25 | would like to start off by sheddi ng sone
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i ght on the background of this board and the

charging party, M. Unterseher.

|'ve been serving the Allegiant pilots as a
menber of the executive council and/or vice president
since first elected in 2016. The executive board at
the time consisted of nyself, Andrew Robles, and
Chairman Steve Allen at Local 1224. W disagreed
with M. Unterseher, who was the business agent at
the tinme; Dan Wells, president of 1224; and Caneron
G aff, vice president of 1224's approach, which was
to try to highlight the poor safety culture of
Allegiant in the nedia. The |eadership of 1224
actively worked behind the backs of the el ected
menbers of the board by the Allegiant pilots to
pursue this goal.

This culmnated in M. Unterseher, Wlls,
and Graff spending $60, 000 of Allegiant pilots' noney
to run a hit piece on 60 M nutes about the conpany's
safety culture w thout approval or know edge of
nyself or M. Robles as the el ected nenbers by the
Al'l egi ant pilots group.

This action started many years of
di sagreenent and tension, nmentioned by ny other
menbers and wll be testified to by other nenbers.

And many of the actions taken by |eadership at 1224
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1 we felt were not in the best interests of the

2 Alegiant pilots, which ultimately led to the

3 creation of Local 2118.

4 | would Iike you now to reference

5 Exhi bit 21, the statenent/affidavit from Captain

6 Steve Allen.

7 MR HARDENBROOK: Wi ch book?

8 MR FOGELSANGER:  Qur book.

9 MR. HARDENBROOK: Exhibit 217

10 MR, FOGELSANGER:  Yes.

11 MR HARDENBROCK: Go ahead, sir.

12 MR FOGELSANGER: | would like to read No. 9
13 first. "M. Unterseher has threatened to bring ne up
14 on charges on at |east three separate occasions, both
15 while I was an ExCo chairman and after | had |eft

16 office. | personally received a phone call in 2017,
17 from M. Unterseher saying that he had -- was agai nst
18 M. Allen taking Flight Pay Loss and that he was

19 going to bring himup on charges," so |I personally
20 can corroborate that this happened.
21 Also, | would like to reference back to No.
22 8. "During ny time as ExCo chairman | had several
23 instances where | stood opposed to paynments and/ or
24  vendors that 1224 used. | was chastised and even
25 threatened with physical violence at one point by
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M. d eason."
| would i ke to corroborate this, that
during our PBS-2 arbitration -- and pardon ny

| anguage that will be comng up -- M. deason told

1

2

3

4

5 Arbitrator Block to "suck ny ass.”
6 W then proceeded to have a caucus of just

7 the union parties for which I brought up to

8 M. G eason why he said that statenment and he

9 proceeded to, instead of apologizing for the

10 statenent, threaten ne also with violence. So this
11 is a pattern of behavior by the charging parties.

12 The charge that Andrew Robles fraudulently
13 clainmed $175, 000 through unauthorized Flight Pay Loss
14 is entirely baseless. dobal Flight Pay Loss was

15 approved by the board of trustees and fully conpliant
16 wth the collective bargaining agreenent between

17 Alegiant Air and Local 2118.

18 In accordance with the CBA, pilots on union
19 busi ness are entitled to conpensation for dropped

20 trips for planned union business days at a rate of

21 four pay credit hours per day. The CBA explicitly

22 all ows the conpensation when pilots such as Robles is
23 performng union duties instead of flying.

24 The | anguage regarding Flight Pay Loss was

25 vetted by legal counsel who confirmed that our
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1 interpretation of the CBA regarding Flight Pay Loss
2 was correct. As the president of Local 2118 and the
3 only officer designated for full-tinme union business,
4 Robles was entitled to claim 120 PCH per nonth.
5 The decisions to set Robles' Flight Pay Loss
6 at 120 PCH per nonth was made col |l ectively by the
7 acting executive board who, at the tine, under
8 trusteeship, we continued -- it was Trustee Hegl and
9 kept nyself and Erick Val enzuela as a de facto ExCo
10 in order to run the day-to-day operations of the
11 | ocal .
12 Thi s deci sion was made col |l ectively by that
13 board and recomended and revi ewed by Trustee Hegl and
14 after researching the conpensation of our pilots
15 along with industry standard conpensation of our peer
16 airline union presidents during the trusteeship.
17 MR. HARDENBROOK: M. Fogel sanger, |'msorry
18 to interrupt you again. You did pause and sl ow down
19 for a second, and then you got that downhill and
20 you're in sixth gear, man.
21 MR. FOCELSANGER: |1'Il go back down to
22 second gear.
23 MR. HARDENBROOK: Just sl ow down, pl ease.
24 MR. FOCELSANGER: Robl es' conpensation was
25 therefore legitimate and necessary based on the heavy
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wor kl oad that came with his position as president.

Further, this decision was approved by the
board and the details of Flight Pay Loss were fully

docunented in nonthly trustee reports, which were

1

2

3

4

5 revi ewed and signed by nenbers of the board,

6 including Secretary-Treasurer Ryan Joseph.

7 At no point during these reviews did any

8 board nenber raise concerns about Robl es'

9 conpensation and it was transparent and in full

10 conpliance with our financial oversight process. The
11 fact that the board, including Joseph, approved these
12 reports confirns the Flight Pay Loss clains were

13 appropriate and properly docunent ed.

14 Additionally, | nust point out that the

15 pattern of behavior by Geg Unterseher, the charging
16 party, who has a history of accusing previous union
17 | eaders of inproperly claimng Flight Pay Loss,

18 simlar accusations were nade agai nst forner

19 chairpersons, denonstrating that Unterseher has a

20 | ongst andi ng opposition to the contractual provisions
21 for Flight Pay Loss.

22 This pattern suggests that the current

23 charges are not based on legitimte concerns that are
24  part of an ongoing attenpt to discredit union

25 | eader shi p.
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1 The charges al so all ege financi al
2 m smanagenent related to the audit process and the
3 claimthat the board attenpted to retroactively
4 | egitimati ze i nappropriate expenses. This is
5 entirely fal se.
6 In early 2024, the |IBT conducted a thorough
7 audit of Local 2118 s finances and the executive
8 board, including nyself, fully cooperated with the
9 auditors. W provided all necessary docunentati on,
10 answered their inquiries, and inplenented procedural
11  changes based on their reconmmendati ons.
12 At no point did we attenpt to conceal or
13 retroactively justify any expenses. The adjustnents
14 made were sinply procedural updates to inprove our
15 financi al managenent as suggested by the auditors.
16 The assertion that the board paid law firnms to
17 justify wongdoing is false and | fully deny this
18 char ge.
19 Al |l expenses including Flight Pay Loss were
20 consi dered appropriate by the board and were al ways
21 docunented. Any changes requested by the auditors
22 were made in good faith to align our practices wth
23 the IBT's recommendations, not to correct any
24  wrongdoi ng.
25 Furthernore, as per Local 2118's byl aws,
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1 reqular financial audits are required to ensure
2 transparency and accountability within the union.
3  Throughout this process, the board worked diligently
4 to neet these standards. The board nade every effort
5 toconply with the auditors' requests and ensure
6 t ransparency.
7 Clains that the executive board or nyself,
8 in particular, retaliated agai nst Ryan Joseph by
9 threatening his enploynent is false. At no tine did
10 | ever have any discussions about bringing
11 retribution against Ryan Joseph. Oher board nenbers
12 never took any actions to interfere with Joseph's
13 enploynent at Allegiant Air. The accusations of
14 retaliation are based on hearsay and | ack any fact ual
15  basis.
16 As a secretary-treasurer of Local 2118, Ryan
17 Joseph was responsible for the finances of the |ocal.
18 At no tine did he ever bring up any concerns to
19 nyself or, to nmy know edge, any other board nenber.
20 From ny understandi ng, the whistlebl ower conplaints
21 made by M. Joseph were with regards to an unfounded
22 al l egation during the post-election protest period.
23 M. Joseph, although responsible as a
24  secretary-treasurer for financial oversight of the
25 | ocal, has not been charged and | believe is still
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serving in sone capacity at the local during

trusteeship to this day.
[t's inportant to understand that the

trusteeship i nposed on Local 2118 along with the

1

2

3

4

5 subsequent charges are politically notivated. This

6 trusteeship and the associ ated charges were part of a
7 | arger plan to destabilize the | eadership of the

8 union. The timng of the trusteeship following a

9 contentious election and the sudden initiation of the
10 audit are clear indications of a politically-charged
11 canpai gn against the el ected | eadership.

12 Additionally, Geg Unterseher's history of
13 maki ng simlar accusations agai nst past |eaders

14  further supports the argunent that these charges are
15 not based on legitimte financial corruption, but are
16 instead a part of a pattern of political retribution.
17 The board has operated with transparency and in the
18 best interests of the union. These charges are being
19 used as a tool to underm ne the |eadership for
20 political gain.
21 I n concl usion, the charges agai nst Andrew
22 Robl es and the executive board are w thout nerit.
23 Robl es' conpensation was |egitimte, approved, and
24 fully conmpliant with the CBA. The board acted

25 transparently, in good faith, and wth gui dance from
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1 | egal counsel to ensure all financial decisions,

2 i ncluding those related to Flight Pay Loss, were

3 appropriate. The allegations of financial

4 msmanagenent and retaliation are basel ess, and the

5 actions of the board were driven solely by our

6 responsibility to serve our nenbership and ensure the
7 union's financial health,.

8 | ask these charges be dismssed in their

9 entirety.

10 MR. HARDENBROCOK: Thank you,

11 M. Fogel sanger.

12 MR. ROCKWOOD: Joshua Rockwood, recording

13 secretary. This is ny sworn testinony as best as |
14  renenber.

15 | have been enployed with Allegiant Airlines
16 for 19 years. | was a nenber of the Allegiant Ar

17 Pilot Goup, AAPG and served as an el ected

18 professional standards nenber. Pilot groups later --
19 MR. HARDENBROOK: Joshua, |'msorry, | need
20 to interrupt you. | get it, you're all pilots, Type
21 A personalities, but you guys aren't put the |anding
22 gear down, you're just nose-down.
23 MR ROCKWOOD: Sorry. 1'Il slowit up.
24 MR HARDENBROCK: She has to --
25 MR. ROCKWOOD: |I'mw th you.
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: Go sl ow, please.
2 MR, ROCKWOOD: | will.
3 The pilot group later voted for Teansters
4 and the pilots later voted ne in as a steward and
5 would attend training at Teansters' 1224 |ocal office
6 in January 2020. | served under 1224 and we voted to
7 create our own local, 2118. | was later elected and
8 voted in on the executive board as recording
9 secretary.
10 On Decenber 15th to 16th, 2020, the
11  executive board and | conpleted 2021 Teansters
12 Leadershi p Acadeny, new officer training and
13 education with Teansters International for training
14 as recording secretary along with other EBoard
15 menbers over two days.
16 | requested additional training and
17 contacted Pam Turner, director of affiliate
18 bookkeepi ng systens, International Brotherhood of
19 Teansters. She supplied ne with a tenplate. She
20 said we could change the tenplate to any needs we had
21 and felt were inportant.
22 | appreciated her help and received our
23 training certificate for IBT and was el ected
24  recording secretary by Joint Council 42 on January 1,
25 2022 till Decenber 31, 2024.

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500



Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

© 00 N o 0o~ W N PP

I S N S N T o e e o e o e
A W N RP O © 0 N O 0o W N B O

25

Page 370
During the audit in 2024, | e-mailed her

| ooki ng for nore guidance. She was told to ne to
have been a Hoffa person and was renoved once he
left.

Uni on Charges 3 and 4. Charge 3. This
charge is invalid as Secretary-Treasurer Ryan Joseph
is not nanmed in this charge. This charge should be
intended for all elected board nenbers. He controls
all finances and never raised the alarmor financi al
I ssues or rubber-stanping within the local. Ryan
Joseph or no nenber of the general nenbers raised any
concerns over financial concerns or how noney was
spent or handled. The secretary-treasurer was in his
current position for a year and | have not been
notified that he had any protection from any
i nvestigation.

As recording secretary, | took ny oath for
fiduciary responsibility seriously and acted
professionally. | attended every neeting and
di scussion to make infornmed deci sions when voting in
all needed votes.

At the tinme of the renoval of ny position,
we had $10 million in the checking account. The
nunbers show our fiduciary due diligence through ny

tine as a board nenber.
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1 | protest this charge as Ryan Joseph

2 abandoned his fiduciary responsibility by not

3 attendi ng neetings or voting on cost-cutting

4 neasures. The auditors were aware of the division of
5 the house and spoke at |ength about Ryan Joseph

6 abandoning his position as secretary-treasurer.

7 Charge No. 5. This charge is basel ess as

8 there has been no evidence of this charge. | spoke

9 explicitly nore about this charge of Ryan Joseph in
10 ny charge No. 2. The executive board had no

11 intention or schedul ed neeting dates for a hearing of
12 Ryan Joseph.

13 The executive board does not have the

14 authority to fire anyone fromAllegiant. There is no
15 evi dence, nor have | ever tried to get Ryan Joseph

16 fired. Ryan was renoved fromthe PBS arbitration as
17 shown in EBoard neeting mnutes on January 27, 2024.
18 This decision is fact-based upon the System Chief

19 Pilot Rod Hardesty's e-mail sent to all pilots on
20 January 25, 2024.
21 Ryan Joseph abandoned his position and
22 duties as evidenced by his not attending the board
23 Zoomneeting to hire John Omens as a negoti ator.
24  Ryan Joseph was protected as a whistl ebl ower for
25 Karen and Robles. | was never infornmed that Ryan was
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1 protected under whistlebl ower protection.
2 These charges are false and political, no
3 rai sed concerns canme to the EBoard at any tine. |
4 find it odd and concerning that all e-mails and
5 concerns were sent to Geg Unterseher. | have
6 followed ny oath and conducted nmy work as a vol unteer
7 to the best of ny abilities.
8 Internal Charges 1 and 2. Charge 1, aiding
9 and abetting President Robles' enbezzling of

10 $175,000. This is a ridiculous charge and | have not
11  been shown evidence of 175,000. | rmade intelligent,
12 well-educated decisions on all ny EBoard voting and
13 fiduciary responsibilities. Captain Robles and the
14  EBoard nmade intelligent informed decisions about al
15 noney in the Local 2118.

16 " ve never nmade noney off the union and no
17 issues were brought to ny attention until the

18  begi nning of 2024. W had outside conpani es perform
19 audits and never raise concerns with audit reports
20 sent to IBT. The general nenbership neetings al ways
21 started with an in-depth | ook at financial

22 informati on and grew to over $10 m | lion.

23 Captain Robles and the entire board spoke of
24  and addressed every recei pt and financial decision
25 made at 2118 during the audit. The
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1 secretary-treasurer never helped or -- helped in the
2 audit. He should have hel ped us and nade al

3 materials available to auditors, but he did not.

4 Unlike the secretary who m ssed nany essenti al

5 discussions and voted abstain instead of making an

6 educated vote, the auditor taught nme how to show the
7 division of house as it was clear that Ryan Joseph

8 was working against the board and not in harnony as
9 ny oath requires.

10 Retal i ati on agai nst Ryan Joseph, Charge No.
11 2. | strongly disagree wth this charge and have

12 many exanples of why this charge is unfounded.

13 Novenber 24, 2023, we were a nonth from

14  concluding our reelection canmpaign for Robl es/Joseph
15 2024. | was canpaigning for reelection and

16 canpaigned constantly for our entire slate to be

17 reelected. Qur secretary-treasurer was trying to

18 stay neutral as he was also on the slate for the VPS
19 slate as secretary-treasurer.
20 | honestly canpai gned for Ryan Joseph and
21 felt we had a good relationship. | was mstaken. As
22 of Novenber 24th at 6:00 p.m, Ryan Joseph called for
23 a neeting with all EBoard nenbers. W all got on a
24  conference call where Ryan Joseph began to yell and
25 belittle me and did not |ike how the posts on a
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1 canpaign chat board were and defended his -- our
2 record. Ryan Joseph effectively slowed down our
3 canpai gn in hopes the VPS slate would be chosen.
4 This is the first time | felt enbarrassnent
5 in front of ny peers and fell ow EBoard nmenbers. He
6 used profanity and said we would not win the
7 reelection. And then he went ahead to yell and use
8 profanity agai nst President Robles. W were all
9 surprised by this behavior, which was not part of our
10 oath of working in harnony.
11 After this conversation, | said | would stop
12 posting and felt this would hel p our canpaign. In
13 hi ndsi ght, there was an attenpt to vigorously sl ow
14  our canpaign, to canpaign for the Robl es/Joseph
15 slate. There were no other issues, but we all felt
16 that Ryan Joseph was not canpai gni ng and wor ki ng on
17 the canpaign for their slate. Robles and Joseph was
18 Slate 1.
19 On January 5th, at 1:56 a.m, | and the rest
20 of the EBoard received an unprofessional letter from
21 Ryan Joseph, secretary -- secretary-treasurer. This
22 was the first notice | received stating that ny
23 recording duties were not up to standards. His
24 letter was unprofessional as it belittled ne in front
25 of the EBoard and was sent to every nenber. He
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1 should have notified ne privately if he felt ny
2 recording duties were not up to standards, but it was
3 never done.
4 | continued to work professionally. The IBT
5 audit started in Las Vegas on January 8th. | was
6 present on this day and for nost of the audit over
7 the next few nonths. On January 8th, auditors called
8 me in. Ryan Joseph and President Robles were
9 standing there. The auditors asked where the neeting
10 m nutes were that | had taken.
11 | said that | had attended all the GW
12 meetings for each quarter since the trusteeship. He
13 once again said | was lying and there were over 200
14  EBoard neetings in the previous year and he had text
15 messages. This is the constant tal king-down he did
16 to enbarrass me with aggression.
17 The auditors said they disliked howthe
18 m nutes were taken and the format. | appreciated
19 their feedback for the next few nonths and it's
20 evident in ny neeting notes and format that I'd
21 changed drastically. The auditors said that they
22 were happy wth the changes and ny perfornmance.
23 January 11, 2024, Steward Josh Allen
24 e-mailed and stated that Captain Seiden and | spoke
25 poorly of Ryan Joseph to Joint Council 42 and ot her
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1 | BT nenbers. This was a coordinated attack on

2 Captain Seiden and ne. |f there was a valid concern,
3 Steward Al |l en woul d have gone to President Robles or
4  other EBoard nenbers to discuss their feelings about
5 retaliation against Ryan Joseph.

6 This is the conplaint letter taken up on

7 Joint Council 42, on January 12, 2024, by Lisa W

8 Paul , staff attorney. This letter said it would be a
9 conbi ned hearing on all election-rel ated

10 di sputes/concerns. | was never contacted for a

11 statenent or invited to the election hearing by Joint
12 Council 42. | believe this is a letter -- if this
13 | etter had nerit, it should have been discussed and
14 investigated during the election hearing by Joint

15 Counci | 42.

16 Captain Josh Allen never nentioned his

17 concerns about the EBoard attenpting to renove Ryan
18 Joseph to anyone at Local 2118.

19 As a back story, Captain Josh Allen had
20 issues with Captain Seiden and ne a few days before
21 we chose Captain Seiden as a trustee in April 2023.
22 Captain Allen called nme and asked nme not to vote for
23 Captain Seiden and to talk to the other EBoard
24  nenbers.
25 | stated I would vote for Captain Seiden,
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1 know ng that he woul d be an excellent replacenent for
2 trustee. Captain Allen did not |ike Captain Seiden
3 as they were in the negotiations commttee and had
4  di sagreenents about who Captain Robles | ooked for
5 gui dance and on negotiating tactics.
6 January 25, 2024, Ryan Joseph was renoved
7 fromPBS-2 arbitrations/EBoard nmeetings. This was
8 discussed that the Chief Pilot Rod Hardesty e-nail ed
9 all pilots on January 23, 2024, saying how badly
10 arbitration | osses had been in the past few nonths.
11  This public notice made us discuss the options to be
12 successful in a lengthy |legal battle for PBS
13 arbitration.
14 It was voted on and all yea except Ryan
15 Joseph as nay. This was a fast-paced nove. Vice
16 Presi dent Fogel sanger woul d take over arbitrations.
17 | have al ways worked professionally in
18 harmony wi th Ryan Joseph, but | cannot say the sane
19 for him He's never gone through the proper channels
20 to discuss issues internally with Local 2118. He
21  spoke severely of us EBoard nenbers, and as a result,
22 weak-m nded stewards |ike Eric Reid, Byron, and Josh
23 Allen quit because of the lies and hal f-truths.
24 During the IBT audit in Las Vegas, | was in
25 a local area many tines as -- I'msorry, | was in the
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1 | ocal Las Vegas area many tines during the audit. |
2 asked Ryan Joseph to cone and talk to ne and his
3 hatred -- to discuss his hatred toward nme and he
4 would not. He was on Flight Pay Loss and woul d not
5 cone to the office because Karen, our secretary, told
6 himl| was there. He had no respect for the EBoard
7 after the election ended in 2023.
8 March 16th to 19th, 2024. The | ast exanple
9 of how toxic Ryan Joseph becane agai nst the EBoard
10 and nme is summed up in this exanple.
11 | was working a very horrible Section 18 for
12 a Captain Brooks. He had a few felony charges and
13 was renoved fromflying wwth an ankle nonitor. | had
14  been working on this case for weeks and his | awer
15 asked the union |lawer, Uban, to wite a letter
16 about how a felony would affect his career at all.
17  The week before March 16th, | was in the |ocal
18 office -- I"'msorry, | visited the union |awer,
19 Mchael Urban, asked himto wite a letter, and he
20 agreed to wite it. | kept asking for the letter and
21 finally he told ne he would not wite the letter,
22  saying soneone fromthe conpany tal ked to hi mand
23 asked himnot to wite it.
24 | have many e-mails with U ban and President
25 Robl es about this issue. Ryan Joseph worked behi nd
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1 me with the chief pilot and Urban worked agai nst ne.
2 | asked Robles if I could ask Lawer Wl der for a
3 |etter and he did wite the letter on March the 19th.
4 Al so as a side note, that Greg Unterseher
5 shoul d be brought under charges for adding the bil
6 for Wlder as evidence in the trustee hearing in Las
7 Vegas on April 27, 2024, as Exhibit 8B, as that
8 should be a private matter with felonies and a pilot.
9 | find it a disgusting and notabl e exanple of how
10 toxic Ryan Joseph becane, affecting the career of a
11 captain with Local 2118.
12 The sane day, Geg fired the | awyer who had
13 spent tine witing this letter for Captain Brooks.
14  This also shows Charge 1 and many EBoard charges that
15 Ryan Joseph cost over $1,225 in Exhibit 8B and
16 continued to display a large bill fromthis | awer
17 solely for the union help with the audit.
18 | ask that the captain's nane be redacted
19 from 8B in evidence and an apol ogy to Captain Brooks.
20 Also the dollar amount charged by Lawyer Urban shows
21 the fiduciary inconpetence of Ryan Joseph, so-called
22 secretary-treasurer.
23 That's the end.
24 MR. HARDENBROOK: Thank you, M. Rockwood.
25 M. Hanson, are you prepared to present your
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1 st at enent ?
2 MR. HANSON: This is M. Hanson. | am sir.
3 Can you hear nme all right?
4 MR. HARDENBROOK: W can hear you perfectly.
5 MR. HANSON: Ckay. |I'Il try to go very
6 slowy since |I'mencunbered by Zoomas well as the
7  distance.
8 This is ny statenent in response to
9 al l egations and charges. M nane is Kurt Hanson.

10 |'ve served as tw ce-elected trustee of Local 2118; a
11 trustee of Local 1224, and also therefore as

12  executive board nenber of that |ocal; an elected

13 steward and union volunteer for the Allegiant Pilots
14  Association for over seven years.

15 Thr oughout ny tenure as a union officer and
16 volunteer, | received no conpensation other than the
17 occasional Flight Pay Loss day to conduct ny duties
18 and responsibilities.

19 My involvenent in the union was driven by a
20 genuine conmtnent to serve ny fell ow menbers, not by
21 any personal gain. During this time, | sacrificed

22 many days off and spent considerable tine away from
23 ny famly to support ny fellow pilots at All egiant.
24  The sacrifices often |l ed to personal hardshi ps and

25 stress within ny life and famly rel ationshi ps.
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1 However, despite these challenges, | was content

2 know ng that | was helping nmy brothers and sisters in
3 the All egiant Pilots Association.

4 Thi s unwavering conmmtnent to their

5 well being guided every decision | nade as a vol unteer
6 and trustee with the union. Therefore, the

7 allegations that | would know ngly aid and abet any

8 fraudulent activity are both insulting and entirely

9 unf ounded.

10 Prior to going on to ny response to the

11 allegations, | would |ike to |odge a formal objection
12 to all the charges that have been brought agai nst

13 nysel f and other charged parties pertaining to

14 M. Robles' Flight Pay Loss. | believe they are

15 untinmely under Section 21, Part B2, of Local 2118

16 byl aws.

17 | will cite that |anguage now. |f the board
18 or the panel would like ne to recite or give

19 reference, | can do that.
20 "Any charge based on all eged m sconduct nust
21  be brought wthin five years fromthe di scovery of
22 the conduct giving rise to the charge. Charges
23 related to conduct beyond this tine franme are barred
24  and should be rejected by the secretary-treasurer.
25 Exceptions to this rule are allowed for charges
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i nvol vi ng nonpaynent of dues, assessnents, other

financial obligations."

M. Unterseher, in his opening statenent,
said M. Robles' schene began years ago. He cited
t he uni on busi ness MOU as evi dence of the begi nning
of this conduct that gives rise to the charges that
have been brought agai nst nyself and the other
charged parti es.

M. Jewell in his testinony stated that he
was aware of this MOU within nonths of its signing.
| woul d ask that the panel exam ne the date on that
MOU agai n, Septenber 7th of 2018.

As M. Unterseher was in the roomwhen this
MOU was assigned, he was aware of it from day one,
having cited it in his own opening statenent as the
begi nning of the alleged schene, the five-year tine
frame of the bylaws to bring charges related to this
conduct have passed and the charges are untinely.

Going forward. Responses to allegations,
Charge 4. Charge 4 alleges that | aided and abetted
Brot her Robles' violations as set forth in Charges 1,
2, and 3, and thus violated ny oath of office and
fiduciary responsibilities to Local 2118, its
menbershi p, and the International Union. | deny

Charge 4 fully.
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1 Fromthe outset, | had no personal
2 notivation to engage in any activity that woul d harm
3 the union or its nmenbers. Every action | took as a
4 trustee of Local 2118 was nmade in good faith, solely
5 to serve the best interests of the nenbership and in
6 conpliance with the union's bylaws and the | BT
7  Constitution.
8 The suggestion that Andrew Robl es
9 orchestrated a schenme to enbezzle funds or that |
10 ai ded and abetted himin such a schene is both
11 basel ess and sl anderous. It entirely ignores the
12 explicit |anguage of the collective bargaining
13 agreenent, the union's byl aws, and the testinony
14  presented today, all of which clearly authorize the
15 Flight Pay Loss M. Robles utilized.
16 Charge 1. Charge 1 alleges that M. Robles
17 conpensation process was exploitative. | stand by
18 the established practices which were openly
19 communicated to the nenbership and vetted by the | BT
20 | egal departnent.
21 As a trustee, |, along with ny fell ow
22 trustees, neticulously reviewed Local 2118 financi al
23  docunments nonthly, including all Flight Pay Loss
24  paynents. The board, including M. Joseph, approved
25 the reports every nonth, making any clains of
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1 financial m sconduct basel ess.
2 Charge 2. Charge 2 clainms that M. Robles
3 suppressed dissent on the board. Contrary to this,
4 ny colleagues and | freely voiced our opinions, often
5 engaging in spirited debates to ensure the best
6 decisions for the nmenbership.
7 M. Joseph's statenment about an instilled
8 fear on the board is unfounded and fal se and solely
9 intended to harmny reputation. M integrity and
10 comm tnment to our nmenbers best interests remain
11  unshakeabl e.
12 Charge 3. Charge 3 clains we retained
13 additional legal counsel during the audit to conceal
14  wongdoing. However, a decision to retain counsel
15 was an act of due diligence ensuring conpliance with
16 Local 2118's bylaws and the I BT Constitution.
17 Addi tional counsel's role was purely to
18 confirmthat all adm nistrative actions adhered to
19 | BT regul ations, not to conceal any m sconduct. And
20 | believe the testinony of M. Polo yesterday
21 confirns this, that he said that he believed we were
22 open and honest during this audit process.
23 Charge 5. Charge 5 accuses ne of
24 retaliating agai nst Ryan Joseph for his conplaints to
25 the International Union. This charge |acks any
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1 factual basis. The executive board does not have the
2 authority to interfere wth M. Joseph's enpl oynent

3 at Allegiant. Hs clains are both unfounded and an

4 attenpt to discredit the board and are based purely

5 on hearsay.

6 Det ai | ed expl anation of ny key points.

7 Motivation and integrity. Fromthe outset, | wish to
8 make it unequivocally clear that | had no personal

9 notivation to engage in any activity that would harm
10 the union or its nenbers. Every action | took as a
11 trustee of Local 2118 was made in good faith with the
12 sole intention of serving the best interests of the
13 menber ship and conplying with the |ocal union's

14  bylaws and | BT Constitution.

15 The suggestion that Andrew Robl es

16 orchestrated a schene to enbezzle funds or that |

17 aided and abetted himin such a schene is not only

18 basel ess but, again, slanderous. It entirely ignores
19 explicit |Ianguage of the CBA and the union's byl aws,
20 and the testinony and facts presented yesterday and
21 today, all of which clearly authorize the type of
22 Flight Pay Loss M. Robles utilized.
23 Mont hly financial oversight and approval.
24 As a trustee, I, along with nmy fellow trustees,
25 meticul ously reviewed the financial docunents of

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500



Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

Page 386
1 Local 2118 each nonth, including all Flight Pay Loss
2 paynments to be reinbursed to Allegiant Air. After a
3 thorough review, the three trustees, nyself included,
4 signed the trustee report which was then submtted to
5 the secretary-treasurer, M. Joseph, who held the
6 position of secretary-treasurer followng his tenure
7 as a trustee.
8 He was fully aware of all financial
9 deal i ngs, including Flight Pay Loss rei nbursenents.
10 Upon receiving the trustee report, he approved it by
11 affixing his seal and forwarding it to the |BT,
12 signaling his approval. This process occurred every
13 nmont h wi t hout exception, constituting a de facto
14  approval of Andrew Robles' Flight Pay Loss by a
15 majority of the board, including the three trustees
16 and the secretary-treasurer. | guess you could also
17 include Andrew Robles in this as well as he had the
18 approval authority for this.
19 This practice continued consistently until
20 Local 2118 was placed into energency trusteeship.
21 Ryan Joseph's previous testinony during the
22 trusteeship hearing regarding the alleged | ack of
23  proper docunentation and oversi ght concerning the
24 trustee reports is fundanentally flawed. As both the
25 trustee and secretary-treasurer, Ryan Joseph was
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1 duty-bound to make the board aware of any concerns he
2 may have had with the financial dealings of the

3 local.

4 The IBT's Constitution |ays out clear

5 processes he could have taken at any time should he

6 have concerns with the local's financial reports or

7 processes. The fact that M. Joseph never

8 communi cated any concerns to the rest of the board or
9 tothe IBT until after the election in Decenber

10 of 2023 should be viewed wth great skepticism

11 This subm ssion and as well as his testinony
12 to the contrary on nultiple occasions to the general
13 menber ship undermnes the credibility of his previous
14 testinony as well of himas a witness to this panel.
15 Ryan Joseph's role and inaction. At no

16 point during this tinme as either trustee or

17 secretary-treasurer did Ryan Joseph raise any

18 obj ections, either verbally or in witing, to the

19 board regardi ng Andrew Robl es' Flight Pay Loss. This
20 consistent approval of the trustee reports
21  unequivocally indicate that he found no issues with
22 the financial practices at the tine.
23 On the contrary, Ryan Joseph publicly
24 indicated his approval of the manner in which Robles
25 was taking Flight Pay Loss to our nenbers during a
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1 quarterly general nmenbership neeting. His claimthat
2 he had concerns about Robles' salary increase and
3 raised theminternally is entirely inaccurate. There
4 is no record whether an internal docunentation or
5 communi cation of Joseph ever expressing such concerns
6 to the board. The fact that he publicly supported
7 the FPL process during a GW further contradicts his
8 testinony.
9 Thi s i nconsistency casts serious doubt on
10 the validity of his allegations and suggests that his
11 post-election clains were made in bad faith and with
12 an ulterior notive.
13 Establ i shed practices and | egal
14 confirmation. The CBA and Local 2118 byl aws are
15 unequi vocal in their provisions regarding Flight Pay
16 Loss. The bylaws grant the president the authority
17 to interpret them between board neetings. This is in
18 7F of our bylaws. And the executive board hol ds
19 interpretive authority during neetings.
20 Addi tionally, the bylaws grant the president
21 the power to approve all Flight Pay Loss. This is
22  13Es.
23 At no point did the board question
24 M. Robles' interpretation of these byl aws concerning
25 Fl'ight Pay Loss or the manner in which he was taking
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1 Fl i ght Pay Loss because the | anguage of the CBA, the
2 Menor andum of Under st andi ng concerni ng uni on busi ness
3 i1s so clear there was no reason to believe his
4 interpretation was incorrect.
5 The practice of taking Flight Pay Loss as a
6 preplanned absence at four PCH per day was well
7 established and had been previously set forth by
8 Scott Hegland and confirmed by N ck Manicone at | BT
9 Legal. Guven this confirmation and the | ongstandi ng
10 practice, the executive board, including nyself, had
11  absolute confidence that the president was fully
12 aut hori zed to approve and take Flight Pay Loss in
13 this manner.
14 Politically-notivated audit. Follow ng Ryan
15 Joseph's suspiciously-tinmed post-el ection conplaint,
16 an audit was initiated by the IBT in early 2024.
17 It's crucial to note that M. Joseph bypassed the
18 standard | BT Constitutional processes which had
19 required this issue first be addressed with the | ocal
20 then escalated to the joint counsel and finally to
21 the International level. Instead, he escal ated these
22  Dbasel ess accusations directly through old rivals
23 wthin the Airline Division and the International.
24 Prior to the audit, M. Joseph was i nforned
25 by Rob Col one, general counsel for the |IBT
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1 Secretary-Treasurer, that although, due to his

2 allegations, the audit should really have been issued
3 as an act-suspicion audit, he instead would be

4 issuing it as a normal audit to expand its scope.

5 Ryan Joseph conveyed this information to the
6 board during our |ast board neetings, also revealing
7 that he had been infornmed before the onset that the

8 | BT woul d be conducting a quote/unquote "forensic

9 audit," a termthat inplies a search for illegal

10 activity, enbezzlenent, and fraud.

11 Preenptive decision and political agendas.
12 The fact that Ryan Joseph was inform ng nenbers of

13 the audit's intent to renove the board and it's

14  characterization of a forensic audit before it even
15 began is indicative of a predeterm ned outcone.

16 M. Joseph's actions in |leaking this to

17 menbers, before the audit had even comenced, further
18 suggests that his actions were made in bad faith and
19 the audit was politically notivated fromthe start.
20 M. Brian Veal man [ phonetic], a nenber of
21 Local 2118, confirmed on social nedia that during the
22 audit, M. Joseph was his internal source who
23 entrusted himwith the audit's end gane. Geg
24  Unterseher's statenents during the trusteeship
25 hearing reveal ed deep-seated political rivalries
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1 between the Hoffa adm nistration and Sean O Brien's
2 adm ni stration, further underscoring that this entire
3 process is a politically notivated farce,
4 orchestrated by the current trustee to renove the
5 officers at Local 2118 and reassert control by
6 placing Unterseher in power.
7 Basel ess all egations and retaliation. The
8 charge that |, along with five other board nenbers,
9 conspired to retaliate agai nst Ryan Joseph by
10 bringi ng charges against himwth the intent of
11 getting himtermnated is entirely without merit.
12 This accusation is based on hearsay, specifically a
13 m sinterpretation that arose during a phone
14  conversation wth the nenber of the executive board.
15 There is no evidence, no internal docunents,
16 no text messages, no comuni cations of any kind, to
17 support this claim
18 Furthernore, it's not |legally possible for
19 the executive board to termnate a nenber. The only
20 situation in which a pilot who is a union nenber
21 could face termnation is for failure to pay dues;
22 and even in that scenario, the final decision rests
23 wth the director of operations at Allegiant, not the
24 union.
25 In this case, the allegations don't even
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1 nmeet the criterion, and no one fromthe board
2 contacted director of operations or any one nenber of
3 Allegiant managenent regardi ng Ryan Joseph's
4 termnation. The charge is a clear attenpt to
5 discredit the board wth basel ess allegations that
6 hold no |l egal or factual nerit.
7 And conclusion. The charges against ne and
8 the other former officers are not rooted in any
9 | egitimate concerns about the financial managenent of
10 Local 2118; but are instead the result of a
11 calculated political maneuver by individuals with
12  personal vendettas.
13 In one of ny last interactions with
14 M. Unterseher while | was a trustee of Local 1224,
15 he and Paul Rutter cornered ne in a roomafter a
16 contentious quarterly board nmeeting in February 2020.
17 Andrew s Flight Pay Loss and the uni on business MOU
18 had just been discussed and | was successful in
19 | obbying for a notion to elevate the issue out of the
20 hands of 1224 and to refer to the airline division
21 for further review
22 Both M. Unterseher and Paul Rutter were
23 visibly agitated. Geg Unterseher stated to ne,
24  "Kurt, this nmeans war."
25 It is my opinion that the charges that had
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1 been brought against nyself, Andrew, and the other

2 charged parties are nothing nore than a continuation
3 of that war which he declared that day.

4 Wil e the audit found procedural

5 I naccuracies in the way Local 2118 conducted its

6  business, these issues were overstated and the board
7  passed posthunobus notions at the auditors' suggestion
8 to correct these failures and realign our

9 under standi ng of how the I BT would |ike us to conduct
10 busi ness.

11 As a newl y-established | ocal, we received

12 mnimal training fromthe I BT regarding our role as
13 officers and we were always open to any gui dance

14  provided by the auditors during this process.

15 M. Polo in his testinony affirnmed that he
16 believed we were cooperative and earnest in our

17 assistance with his team

18 My actions as an officer of 2118 were al ways
19 in strict alignment with how | understand the union's
20 governing docunents and the | egal advice we received.
21 At all tinmes, | acted in good faith to serve the best
22 interests of our nenbership and to try to enbody ny
23 oath of office taken as union officer.
24 As | close, | want to thank the panel for
25 their accomodation and tine given to ne for the

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500



Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

Page 394

1 recent birth of my child. This process has been

2 difficult given the persistent defamatory |anguage

3 fromthe charging party dissemnated to ny fell ow

4 Alegiant pilots over the |last eight nonths.

5 Havi ng been denied the ability to review any
6 of the requested supporting docunentation for these
7 charges prior to the hearing, | will state |I do not
8 believe that | have been given a fair opportunity to
9 nmount a defense at this hearing.

10 And |astly, | would |ike to ask the panel
11 that the evidence and statenents of M. Robles and
12 the other charged parties be taken into account as
13 they nmake their decision on this matter as it

14 pertains to nyself.

15 Thank you very mnuch.

16 MR. HARDENBROOK: Thank you, M. Hanson.

17 M. Seiden, | anticipate that you are going
18 to take longer than 11 minutes to present what you
19 have. Am | accurate in that belief?
20 MR SEIDEN: M. Seiden speaking. | have
21 not tinmed nyself. It is a six-page statenent.
22 MR. HARDENBROOK: | think we're going to
23 take a break, but | want to tal k about a few things
24 that | want the trustee to consider and I want the
25 charged parties to consider.
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1 M. Robles, you' ve made a comment about
2 asking for a witten brief after receiving a copy of
3 this transcript sonme tine out.
4 MR. ROBLES: Yes.
5 MR. HARDENBROOK: | would |like to hear from
6 both parties when we cone back your assessnent of
7 that and then as a panel we're going to discuss under
8 the panel rules that were read into evidence by ne
9 yesterday norning what we're going to do for
10 rebuttal, if there will be rebuttal and questioning.
11 And | have a few questions. |'msure there
12 are others up here. | want to nmake sure we do that,
13  but if we -- | want you to just think about witten
14 case briefs after reviewing this witten record.
15 Just consider it.
16 |"mnot sure that's where we're going to go
17 yet, but it's a lot of information and a | ot of
18 rebuttal and | want to make sure that both trustee
19 has an opportunity to rebut everything that's been
20 presented and vice versa.
21 More than 40 exhibits have been entered into
22 the record, so there's a vast anount of data. | want
23 to nmake sure we're fair to both parties, but just
24  consider that.
25 | know you brought it up, M. Robles, and I
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1 didn't hear how long -- you had said a tine, but |
2 didn't catch that. You requested --
3 MR. ROBLES:. | just needed a couple weeks.
4 But let ne consult with ny attorney, if you don't
5 m nd, when we | eave here. | wll call. | don't know
6 what the normal process is or how that normally
7 works. It may not be the best thing we want to do.
8 MR. HARDENBROOK: Well, 1'Il just tell you,
9 frankly, | don't really care what your attorney
10 thinks. [I'mjust asking you. You brought it up.
11 | *' m asking both parties to consider what issues they
12 would have with it.
13 This panel wll neet. We wll nake a
14  decision on that before we cone back. | just wanted
15 to -- I'mtrying to weigh the ability for both
16 parties to be able to rebut the nountain of evidence.
17 MR. ROBLES:. Well, let nme just express ny
18 concern, if that's okay. M only concern is that,
19 i ke, we weren't given any of the evidence on any
20 specific charges or anything like that, that were in
21 violation. W provided what we had.
22 What ny concern would be is that there would
23 be a mountain of new evidence that would be
24 introduced. So as long as there's not new evi dence
25 that's being produced or sonething |ike that, like a
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1 big nmountain of, hey, here's all of the charges.

2 MR, HARDENBROOK: What is in the record is

3 in the record. This, | think, is actually |eaning

4 towards your favor

5 MR. ROBLES: GCkay. As long as we're talking
6 about what is happening here and not what is

7 happeni ng outside, then that's great, you know what |
8 mean.

9 MR HARDENBROCK: Gotcha. So as |'ve stated

10 earlier, and | knowit's a little bit early, but |
11 want to nmake sure M. Seiden has his opportunity. |
12 need to go participate in a thing, predeterm ned, not

13 ny choosing, not ny time, this is when I'mgoing to

14  show up.
15 So we're going to convene until 1:30 and in
16 anticipation of that, | want you to consi der what

17 your rebuttal is going to be. So nake good use of
18 your tine if we do a rebuttal, but we will discuss
19 that as a panel.

20 | really don't see us in four hours being
21 able to have both parties be able to fully rebut the
22 other's evidence. So there nmay be sone clarifying
23  questions.

24 MR. UNTERSEHER: | woul d guess two or

25 t hree hours.
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: We're going to break now
2 W're going to cone back at 1:30. Yeah, we wl|
3 finish this up when we get back, okay.
4 MR. ROBLES: Thank you very nuch. Enjoy
5 your lunch -- if you get a |unch.
6 MR, HARDENBROOK: O f the record.
7 (Wher eupon, a lunch recess was taken.)
8 MR. HARDENBROOK: So we will go back on the
9 record. It's 1:42 p.m Thank you for your patience.
10 W are going to just start right back in
11 with M. Seiden having an opportunity to present what
12 evidence or statenent that he has to nake.
13 Wienever you're ready, M. Seiden.
14 MR. SEIDEN. Ckay, thank you. Can you hear
15 me good? Ckay.
16 First off, I would like to thank everyone
17 for the accommodation of doing this renotely so that
18 | may assist in the care of ny newborn child to the
19 nost extent possible.
20 Menbers of the panel, ny name is Kenneth
21 Seiden. | have been an airline pilot since 2012 and
22 |'ve worked for Allegiant Air since 2014. | am based
23 in Los Angeles.
24 To correct M. Unterseher's previous
25 assertion, | was not on the executive board when
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1 Local 2118 exited adm nistrative trusteeship.
2 | nstead, | was appointed to the executive board of
3 Local 2118 on April 21, 2023, to replace Erick
4  Val enzuela on his resignation fromAllegiant Air. |
5 served as a voluntary nenber of the board for
6 11 nmonths until being renoved fromny position on
7 March 19, 2024, after |IBT General President Sean
8 O Brien inposed an energency trusteeship. | resigned
9 fromthe Teansters on July 24, 2024.
10 | aminnocent of the charges filed agai nst
11 me. | did not aid or abet forner President Andrew
12 Robl es' alleged violations of the |local bylaws or the
13 I nternational Constitution, nor did | threat to
14 retaliate agai nst Executive Board Menber Ryan Joseph
15 for his conplaint to the international
16 Charge 1 alleges that Robles defrauded and
17 enbezzled fromthe | ocal based upon his conpensation
18 and benefits. | did not aid or abet Robles' alleged
19 i nvol venent in these activities. | was not appointed
20 to the executive board until April 2023, nore than
21 two years after the local received its charter, and
22 nore than a year after it was released from
23 admnistrative trusteeship. At the tine | was
24  appoi nted, Robles had been president of the |ocal for
25 16 nont hs.
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1 Bef ore ny appointnent to the board, | did
2 not participate in any of the decisionmaking
3 recordi ng Robl es' conpensation or benefits. \Wen |
4 joined the board in 2023, | understood that Robles’
5 conpensati on as president had been approved by
6 Trustee Scott Hegland in 2021 while the |ocal was
7 under adm nistrative trusteeship.
8 Robl es' conpensati on was al so di scussed
9 openly at one or nore quarterly neetings, which are
10 open to all nenbers of the local. Nothing was
11  hi dden.
12 Further, the collective bargai ni ng agreenent
13 explicitly states that the value of a prepl anned
14  action for union business is set for four PCH credit
15 hours per day and all Allegi ant enpl oyees coul d see
16 Robl es' flight schedule of four PCH per day on the
17 internal Allegiant website called G4Connect.
18 During ny tenure on the executive board,
19 Ryan Joseph served as secretary-treasurer. To ny
20 know edge, Joseph never expressed any di sagreenent or
21 concerns with Robles' salary or benefits. In fact,
22 he knowi ngly approved Robles' Flight Pay Loss each
23 nont h when he signed and submtted the trustee
24 reports.
25 Accordingly, | had no evidence or reason to
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bel i eve that Robles was defrauding or enbezzling from

the local and | did not aid or abet himin doing so.
Additionally, to nmy recollection, prior to

yesterday, | have never been nade aware of any

1

2

3

4

5 allegations of paynents fromany consultants to

6 M. Bourne and to nmy recollection, M. Joseph never
7 had a discussion to nyself about any all eged

8 connections between M. Bourne and Spartan Aviation.
9 Charge 2 alleges that Robles refused to

10 devel op and inplenent policies required by the

11 International. | did not aid or abet Robles' alleged
12 violations, Charge 2. Wen | joined the executive
13 board in April 2023, the bylaws had al ready been

14  approved by the International and various policies
15 and practices had al ready been established.

16 For exanple, the board uses a software

17 programcalled Union Inpact to introduce and put on
18 notions. | viewed the local's policies and practices
19 as sufficient and made a good effort to foll ow them
20 | also acted in good faith to review the
21 nmonthly trustee and audit reports. \Wen | received
22 ny first nonthly trustee report for reviewin or
23  about May of 2023, | sought the assistance of
24  Secretary-Treasurer Joseph, whom | viewed as ny

25 direct supervisor in the matter of trustee reports.
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1 Bef ore becom ng the secretary-treasurer,

2 Joseph had already been a trustee with Local 2118. |
3 asked M. Joseph if the IBT provided training or if
4 he, being a secretary-treasurer, could arrange

5 training fromI| BT on how to review financia

6 docunents. | was told that no such training was

7 available, nor was | provided with a trustee nmanual

8 fromthe International and I amnot sure that such a
9 manual exists.

10 Instead, | followed Joseph's instructions
11 regarding nmy review of the reports. As

12 secretary-treasurer, Joseph was responsible for

13 approving, signing, and submtting the final reports.
14 He never voiced any criticismor concern with ny

15 handling of the reports or ny performance as a board
16 menber .

17 The IBT initiated an audit of Local 2118 in
18 January 2024, about eight nonths after | joined the
19 executive board. The board fully cooperated with the
20 auditors. W responded to their inquiries, provided
21  copies of requested docunentation, and agreed to
22 inplenent their recomendati ons.
23 | saw the auditors' findings for the first
24 time in Septenber of 2024. The findings state that
25 the general secretary-treasurer's office instructed
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1 the board nore than a year ago regarding the need to

2 conply with International's financial oversight and

3 accountability requirenents. | never saw or heard

4  about such instructions.

5 | could not anticipate which transactions

6 would be raised by the charging party today, but |

7 would like to cooment on sone of the charges flagged

8 by the auditors.

9 The auditors identified a variety of m ssing
10 and incorrect receipts. None of the m ssing receipts
11 and only one of the incorrect receipts for expenses
12 were expenses submtted by ne. Many of themrel ated
13 to charges that were incurred before | joined the
14  executive board.

15 That said, once the auditors brought the

16 m ssing receipts to the board's attention, | assisted
17 Robles to call various hotels and restaurants and

18 obtain duplicate copies of the receipts. Robles and
19 | spent significant tinme gathering the docunentation
20 that the auditors found m ssing.

21 At sone point during the audit, the auditors
22 asked nme about a |ip bal mand over-the-counter cold
23 medi cation | charged to the local in June of 2023.

24 The total cost of the itens was $7.98. | bought the
25 itens after com ng dowmn with a cold while attending
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1 negotiations in Tanpa, Florida. The negotiations

2 took place over a four-day period in the conference

3 room of an airport hotel which was connected to the

4 airport termnal.

5 | believed it was appropriate to expense the
6 itens because | was confined to the hotel and airport
7 termnal and did not have access to a pharmacy with

8 | ess expensive alternatives. Subsequently, the

9 audi tors questioned ny purchase. | accepted their

10 view and reinbursed the local. To ny know edge, al
11 other itens | charged the | ocal were deened

12 appropri ate.

13 A few ot her executive board nenbers al so

14 reinbursed the | ocal for personal and incidental

15 charges. It is ny understandi ng, however, that the
16 majority of the expenses flagged by the auditors were
17 ultimately substantiated to their satisfaction.

18 Finally, | never saw any evidence in the

19 trustee reports or elsewhere that Robles was using a
20 personal credit card for business-related purchases,
21 as it is to ny understanding that a business credit
22 card nust have a person's nanme on it but that does
23 not directly tie to that individual's personal
24 credit.
25 Charge 3 alleges that Robles paid law firns
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1 to assist himin enbezzling union funds by
2 retroactively legitimatizing both his salary and
3 various unauthorized paynents. | did not aid or abet
4 Robles' alleged violation of Charge 3. The executive
5 board retained counsel in good faith to assist us in
6 resolving issues raised by the auditors.
7 Per the advice of counsel, we approved the
8 | ocal ' s past expenditures, pre-approved various
9 annual costs, and ratified Robles' pay arrangenent.
10 Wt did not intend to retroactively legitinmatize any
11  unaut horized paynents or to retroactively
12 | egitimati ze Robl es' salary and benefits. W were
13 sinply follow ng the advice of counsel to cure
14  deficiencies uncovered during the audit.
15 Charge 5 charges alleges that nmenbers of the
16 executive board, including ne, devised a plan to get
17 Ryan Joseph fired from Al |l egi ant because he wote a
18 conplaint to the International. | amnot guilty of
19 this charge.
20 | did not tell Josh Allen that Joseph was
21 likely to be renoved fromoffice. Imediately before
22 and after the election in 2023, various confidenti al
23  documents were | eaked fromthe electronic files
24  maintained by Local 2118. The | eaked docunents
25 i ncl uded confidential correspondence regarding the
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1 el ection and a letter from Scott Hegland to the

2 negotiating commttee and the executive board.

3 | do not know who | eaked the docunents.

4 Around the tinme that the docunents were | eaked, |

5 heard about Joseph's whistl ebl ower conplaint. | did
6 not threaten to retaliate agai nst Joseph for filing
7 the conplaint. | did, however, call Josh Allen and
8 ask himto | ock down his docunents until the |eaker

9 had been identified.

10 Al'l en was al so on the negotiating conmttee
11 and had access to very inportant and confidenti al

12 docunents, in particular many highly confidenti al

13 docunents that relate to the collective bargaining
14  agreenent negoti ations.

15 When Al l en asked whether the | eaks were

16 related to Joseph's conplaint, | said | did not know.
17 | al so condemmed the | eaker's conduct and predicted
18 that once discovered, he or she would be renoved from
19 their position in the |BT.
20 In short, nmy coments to Josh All en about
21 | ocki ng down docunents were not -- in addition, ny
22 comments to Allen about the renoval fromoffice were
23 directed at the | eaker and not about Joseph, to nake
24  sure that all docunents were | ocked down, in
25 particular during this tinme when several docunents
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1 had continuously been | eaked until we could figure
2 out how to nmake that event stop.
3 In any event, no charges were filed agai nst
4 Joseph and | am not aware of any actions taken to
5 seek his termnation fromAll egi ant.
6 In closing, | would like to reiterate ny
7 I nnocence of the charges filed against ne and
8 respectfully ask the panel not to sustain them
9 | also request a transcript of this
10 proceedi ng and the opportunity to submt a witten
11 brief follow ng the conclusion of the hearing.
12 Thank you for your consideration.
13 MR. HARDENBROOK: Thank you, M. Seiden.
14 One nonent, pl ease.
15 Ckay. Do any of you, including you
16 M. Hanson, you M. Seiden, the charged parties, do
17 you have anything el se that you haven't addressed or
18 that you would |ike an opportunity to speak to?
19 MR. ROCKWOOD: No, sir.
20 ALL: No.
21 MR. HARDENBROOK: M. Robl es?
22 MR. ROBLES: | think we're good.
23 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. | think what we're
24 going to do -- and we will talk a little bit nore
25 about this after we go through this -- but the panel
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1 is going to have sone questions. W' re going to ask
2 those questions now and | just want to make sure you
3 understand, for us, we have sone clarifying

4 questions. W're going to have them of both parti es.
5 This in no way is a tilt of the hat and no
6 decision has been made and | can tell you right now,
7 no deci sion has been pre-nade.

8 That's one thing for me. |t doesn't matter
9 who it is, | speak ny mind. And the people that |

10 work with and around know | speak nmy m nd whet her you
11 tell me to or not. So if you wanted a predeterm ned
12 outcone, |'mnot your guy. So just know that.

13 But we've got just a couple of questions.

14 So a lot of information. Only UPS has nore acronyns
15 than you all.

16 MR, ROBLES. Sorry, guys.

17 MR. HARDENBROOK: So | just want to nake

18 sure we're clear that we have all those addressed.

19 So, Janes, do you want to start?
20 MR DeWEESE: Yeah, | had a | ot of
21 questions. There was a lot of information out there.
22 | had sone questions about the receipts.
23 There was a lot of information about expenditures
24  that had happened, maybe shoul dn't have happened,
25 about m ssing receipts and things |ike that.
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1 So to the trustees, how often are you al

2 meeting and review ng the books?

3 MR. HARDENBROOK: Just to clarify, the

4 trustees at that tine of 2118, or the trustees of --
5 MR. DeWEESE: The trustees of the executive
6 board.

7 MR. HARDENBROOK: O the charged parties?

8 MR. DeWEESE: O the charged parties, yes.
9 MR. HANSON: Kurt Hanson, former trustee.
10 W nmet on a nonthly basis to reviewthe

11 nmonthly trustee report and in that process we would
12 exam ne the recei pts and expenditures.

13 MR DeWEESE: | heard that there were

14 receipts mssing for sone tinme and then you all had
15  brought sone of them-- sone of themafterwards; is
16 that correct?

17 MR. HANSON: | think what you're referring
18 to --

19 MR. DeWEESE: Who is speaking there?
20 MR HANSON: This is Kurt Hanson. | think
21 what you're referring to, sir, is the question about
22 the mssing receipt affidavits. So | am not aware of
23 a single expenditure that did not have a receipt or a
24 mssing receipt affidavit for my entire tine as a
25 tenured officer in Local 2118.
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MR SEIDEN: Sir, this is M. Seiden

speaking. One other thing | would like to clarify.
Wien we are sonetines referring to duplicate receipts
that the auditors had, occasionally they were

recei pts that were provided that were determned to
be i nadequat e.

So, for exanple, one of mne was that | had
accidentally submtted the total receipt for the
restaurant rather than the item zed receipt. So it
wasn't necessarily that all these receipts were
mssing. So instead, | needed -- identified that
good faith mstake in the audit and had called the
restaurant and obtained a duplicate receipt that had
the item zed receipt and not just the total for the
pur chase.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Exhibit 19.

MR. DeWEESE: Were there m ssing receipts
when you all had audited the books?

MR. UNTERSEHER: After the auditors were
t here?

MR. DeWEESE: Yes.

MR. UNTERSEHER: Not to nmy know edge.

MR. DeWEESE: All right. To the charged
party, there was al so sone tal k about the trustees'

report and struggles of signing it; is that correct?
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CAWLEY: Yes. M chael Caw ey.

DeWEESE: So when you guys signed this,

who was W tnessing your signatures?

CAWLEY: It depends. So this is part of

what we had tal ked about, too, when Andrew di scussed
that we had tal ked about having a notary conme to our

hones, because it was significantly cheaper.

DeWEESE: Well, who was w tnessing

CAWLEY. The secretary-treasurer was the

witness in all of our signatures.

DeVWEESE: (kay.
CAWLEY: So I'mnot sure, did | answer

DeWEESE: Yeah. Who was w t nessing your

CAWLEY: kay.
VERA: You guys, sorry, can you hear ne?
CAWLEY: Yeah, we can hear you.

VERA: Just sone housekeeping again. |

may have missed this in the nountain of evidence
here. M. Rockwood and M. Robles, you guys were

trustees of Local 1224, correct?

ROBLES: No, sir. | was the president;

1 VR.
2 VR.
3

4 VR.
5

6

7

8 VR,
9 your --

10 VR
11

12 MR.
13 VR.
14  your question?
15 MR.
16 signature?
17 VR.
18 VR.
19 VR
20 VR.
21
22
23
24 VR.
25

Rockwood was a recordi ng secretary.
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1 MR, VERA: O 1224. Were you guys part of

2 t he ExCo?

3 MR. ROBLES: | was, yes.

4 MR. CAWEY: He was, Rockwood wasn't.

5 MR HARDENBROCK: Tine out for a second.

6 W're all tracking. |'msure she's not. Let's just
7 not speak over each ot her, okay.

8 MR. VERA: No, that's okay. |'mjust trying
9 to understand the pecking order.

10 And when you guys were part of the ExCo, how
11 | ong were you guys on that board, 12247

12 MR. ROBLES: 2017, | becane a nenber, if |I'm
13 reading correct. And then | was a nenber and then |
14  became the chairman, | believe it was in 2018, and

15 then all the way up until we switched over to 2118

16 when we had a new election. W went into trusteeship
17 in 2021 -- 2020. Yeah, it was the end of 2020, 2020.
18 MR. VERA: And during that tinme, in your

19 guys' experience on the board, did you guys ever
20 participate or have any general nenbership neetings?
21 MR. ROBLES: W did a couple. Wen we first
22 started, we didn't know we were even supposed to be
23 attending those. So, yeah, we did a few at the end,
24  yes.
25 MR. VERA: And then just so | understand too
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1 their processes, did they take notes, m nutes on

2 every one of those neetings as well as part of the

3 12247

4 MR. ROBLES: They did at the general

5 menber shi p neetings, uh-huh.

6 MR VERA: That's all | have.

7 MR. ROBLES:. Thank you.

8 MR. HANSON: Mght | interject? Kurt

9 Hanson.

10 M. Vera, to nmaybe assist you as well, | was
11 a nenber of the board wth 1224 for a short period of
12 time. In 2020, | was elected as a trustee via, |

13 believe, a vote of the board to replace an outgoi ng
14  nmenber.

15 My recollection is the sane as Andrew s.

16 There was generally one board neeting just prior to
17 the general nenbership neeting quarterly. There's a
18 hi gh amount of turnover in both officers and

19 individuals there and | don't have direct
20 recollection of seeing too nmany copies of m nutes
21 while | was there. But they were taken.
22 MR. DeWEESE: |'ve got sone nore. So on
23 Exhi bit 19, who produced that report?
24 MR. ROBLES: So that report canme fromthe
25 trustee at -- sorry, fromthe auditors and then we
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1 added the comments on the far right and then we

2 printed that as an exhibit.

3 MR. DeWEESE: kay. So when |I'm | ooking

4 here on the receipts, it says "Coments.” You said

5 you all added the comments or you all had added the

6 Local 2118 response?

7 MR. ROBLES: The Local 2118 response, we

8 added that.

9 MR. DeWEESE: Ckay. So |'m | ooking here and
10 there are coments of m ssing receipts that are here.
11 | f the trustees went through the books, how are you
12 able to properly sign off or go through and sign off
13 on the books if there's no receipts?

14 MR CAWEY: So a little bit of context, |
15 suppose, helps here, but there was in all cases a

16 m ssing recei pt affidavit for every recei pt that was
17 mssing. It's a small group, it's not as large as

18 sone are, and we general ly al ways knew what they were
19 doi ng when they were doing it and why they were

20 there.

21 So say if they were traveling to Chicago for
22 negoti ati ons we knew the entire negotiations team was
23 traveling to Chicago and was going to incur expenses
24 in Chicago while they were there. And so a m ssing
25 recei pt that didn't conme honme or got lost in a pocket
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1 or got turned in and got lost in an office sonewhere,
2 we didn't view as an issue as long as we had an

3 affidavit stating it was a legitinmte uni on business
4 expense.

5 W knew it was because we knew where they

6 were and there was a signed affidavit stating as

7 such, which we believed was in conpliance with al

8 the federal and IBT regulations. And as the auditors
9 cane in and pointed that out to us, we certainly did
10 our best to recapture as nuch after that as we coul d
11  and change our processes goi ng forward.

12 MR. HARDENBROOK: | just have a few

13 followup questions.

14 | was tracking this. M. Robles, this is

15 primarily directed to you because it was during your
16 testinony that you brought up. | think it was in

17 cross-examning a witness, if I'"'mnot mstaken. If |
18 m scharacterize it, please speak to that.

19 MR. ROBLES: Sure.
20 MR HARDENBROOK: But it was the |ast few
21 pages of this Exhibit 19 --
22 MR. ROBLES: Yes, sir.
23 MR. HARDENBROOK: -- that predated
24  somet hi ng.
25 MR. ROBLES. Yes. So we were in trusteeship
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1 wth Scott Hegland being the trustee and so we

2 wouldn't have gotten out of trusteeship until -- |

3 believe the date was January or February of 2022. So
4 during that tine, Scott Hegl and woul d have been the

5 trustee signing off on this.

6 If you ook at a lot of the coments, it

7 said mssing receipt affidavit not accepted by the

8 board. W didn't have a board. So if he said the

9 expense was okay, it was okay.

10 MR. HARDENBROOK: So there were three

11  trusteeships?

12 MR. ROBLES: So two. There was -- when we
13 requested to go to Local 2118 and have our own | ocal,
14 we were granted our own |ocal and then we were put in
15 a different type of trusteeship and this is an

16 energency trusteeship because --

17 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. | track it. W' ve
18 used those terns and gone back and forth so many

19 tinmes, | started to |ose track.
20 MR ROBLES: Yeah, we were a new |ocal. W
21 were only in existence a couple of years.
22 MR. HARDENBROOK: So | think you explained a
23 way when cross-examning a wtness -- just from
24 menory, | believe it was the |ast five pages.
25 MR. ROBLES. Sonething simlar to that, yes.
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1 It would have been -- | can |look at the date, there's
2 a date on the left-hand side, and so we just
3 basically tracked back to the date we got out of
4  trusteeship, which would have been January of '22.
5 And that would have been --
6 MR. HARDENBROOK: So the |ast four pages,
7 right?
8 MR. HANSON: Both parties' clarification,
9 Andrew was saying January of '22. It should be
10 mentioned that the inception of our |ocal was
11  backdated to January 1st of '22. However, we did
12 actually have a trustee through, | believe, January
13 31st or even into February of that year. The rel ease
14 of the local fromthat voluntary trusteeship -- which
15 is associated, obviously, with com ng out of 1224 --
16 was backdated then to January 1st of 2022, even
17 though the actual release date was -- | nean, it was
18 in around January 31st, | believe, sir.
19 MR. HARDENBROOK: (ot cha.
20 MR ROBLES: Does that make sense on the
21 date? | think we weren't notified until February.
22 MR. HARDENBROOK: The questions | have
23 regarding this are nore hand-grenade range, not
24  necessarily a | aser --
25 MR. ROBLES:. Understood.
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: No sni pers needed. Just
2 throw and go.
3 MR. ROBLES: Ckay.
4 MR, HARDENBROOK: Those last five, if we
5 throw those last five pages out, that takes us up to
6 4/12/2022, right? Going back in time, 8/ 17 of 2020,
7 five pages, last date on Line 390 is 4/12/2022.
8 How do you account for the pages after that?
9 MR. ROBLES. Okay. And | don't think it
10 would be -- | think it would be one page prior to
11  that.
12 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay.
13 MR. ROBLES: As far as what, the m ssing
14 receipts or --
15 MR. HARDENBROOK: Let's -- yeah, let ne
16 characterize nmy question because that wasn't fair to
17 you. I'masking to recall what your question was and
18 |"mnot really into the semantics. It's nore | had a
19 question, when you were going through that
20 cross-examnation -- well, okay, now we're going to
21 say let's just throw out the |ast six pages. That
22 takes us up through on Line 362, 5/18 of 2022, so end
23 question would be Line 361, which is 5/23/2022, to
24 1/ 4/ 2024.
25 Wy -- why did the practice not change when
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1 you testified -- M. Robles, being you -- that you

2 were part of that 20 -- let's see, you were appointed
3 as part of the 2020 trusteeship?

4 MR. ROBLES: Yes.

5 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. So new person, new
6 intoit. | understand, a |ot of things nmaybe you're
7 not seeing all the bunps and hills and all of that

8 stuff.

9 MR. ROBLES: Sure.

10 MR. HARDENBROOK: But two years in and what
11 is your position as of 5/23/2022?

12 MR. ROBLES. 1In regards to m ssing receipts
13 affidavit?

14 MR HARDENBROCK: At Local 2118, what is

15 your position --

16 MR. ROBLES: What was ny position at the

17 time, at 2118? | becane the principal officer once
18 we cane out of trusteeship.

19 MR. HARDENBROOK: So for a couple of years,
20 you were in that position?
21 MR, ROBLES: Oh, | see. | was the assistant
22 trustee while -- I'"'mnot sure if I'mfollowng. Say
23 the date? That woul d be hel pful.
24 MR HARDENBROCK: 5/23/2022.
25 MR. ROBLES: | would have been the principa
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of ficer, the president.

MR. HARDENBROOK: So you were the principal

officer two years after you became the trustee or the

assistant trustee in, | think you reported, My of
20207
MR, ROBLES: Yeah, that sounds correct.
MR. HARDENBROOK: So two years there, right?
MR ROBLES: Yeah.
MR. HARDENBROOK: As | thunb through these

first pages, you know, your cross-exam nation does
explain away the last six pages, | get that. What
about the other however many pages? Because it
doesn't | ook Iike anything changed. Are you citing
that in these pages, the subsequent pages, you still
didn't know what the practices were?

MR. ROBLES: W were continuing the
practices that were set in place with Scott Hegl and,
so | did not realize that they were deficient until
t hey put the spreadsheet together and we're | ooking
at the totality of it. | didn't understand that we
needed to put new notions forward that woul d approve
t he previous processes and procedures.

So we did continue because we thought we
were in conpliance. So it was set the process up,

you don't need to do a notion to go to Las Vegas. It
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1 was the sane practice they were doing at 1224. So we
2 continued. W didn't know that we were doing

3 anything that was not acceptable until the auditors

4 said you can't do it like this.

5 W said, okay, well, how should we do it.

6 MR, HARDENBROOK:  Ckay.

7 MR SEIDEN. M. Chairman, this is

8 M. Sei den speaki ng.

9 One other clarification, when you're

10 referring to all of these pages and the lines, this
11 was not the final dispensation of the auditors. This
12 was the initial we have sonme questions about this,

13 this was not -- and many of those questions were

14 answered in -- we believe, in an adequate fashion

15 that the charges weren't even initially an issue.

16 MR HARDENBROCOK: If that is true,

17 M. Seiden, refer to Line 14. Are you there?

18 MR SEIDEN: Yes, yes, I'mpulling that up.
19 Li ne 14, dated Decenber 4th of 2023?
20 MR. HARDENBROOK:  Yes.
21 MR. SEIDEN: Yes, that purchase by Karen
22 VanNostrand. Business purpose, captain upgrade
23 dinner of $16.109.
24 MR HARDENBROCK: What is Local Union's
25 2118' s response based on what you just stated as a
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clarifying answer?
MR. SEIDEN. | believe on that one we had
not been given a response yet due to that was, one, a

purchase nmade by Karen VanNostrand and we were still

1

2

3

4

5 trying to work with her to get all the fornmal

6 docunents and the answer to that response. And

7 that's why that box is still uplinked because that's
8 the energency trusteeship cane into play before this
9

whol e process was conpl et ed.

10 MR. ROBLES: M. Chairman, can | speak to
11  that?

12 MR. HARDENBROOK: Yeah, just a second. What
13 is EV?

14 MR. ROBLES:. Erick Val enzuel a, previous

15 secretary-treasurer.

16 MR. HARDENBROOK: So sone of these picketing
17 events, there's a |lot of these picketing events that
18 are attributed to Karen. Was Karen at the picket?

19 MR. ROBLES: Yes, she assisted in catering,
20 purchasing ice, beverages, and doing transportation
21  for it.

22 MR. HARDENBROOK: Got it. Just had to go

23 | ook, M. Seiden. You answered a question not asked,
24 so | had to go |look at sone of this information.

25 So it appears throughout this Exhibit 19 --
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1 and | didn't notice that until you said sonething,

2 M. Seiden -- but it looks |ike the renaining

3 unanswered 2118 responses are either related to --

4 |*msorry, Erick -- what's his nane?

5 MR. ROBLES:. Val enzuel a.

6 MR HARDENBROCK: Val enzuel a or Karen

7 VanNostrand. D d you ask Karen for her receipts?

8 MR. ROBLES. She actually provided them

9 directly to the auditors, so | think they do have

10 receipts. | did not get a copy of her receipts or

11  her responses. So when we -- we got several sets. |
12 got a set saying, hey, these are your issues, Andrew
13 Robles. All of the menbers got their own sets and
14  then there was a conbi ned set.

15 MR. HARDENBROOK: Who paid the nonthly

16 credit card bill at the |ocal?

17 MR ROBLES: Karen did.

18 MR. HARDENBROOK: As a practice, M. Robles,
19 i f you had expenses and receipts, would you turn
20 those in to Karen?
21 MR, ROBLES: Yes.
22 MR. HARDENBROOK: And then Karen woul d
23 maintain the file to prepare for the trustees’
24 report?
25 MR. ROBLES: Correct. | would submt them
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1 digitally, send themto her. She would put themin a
2 file. She would prepare the expense report, take

3 care of the expense.

4 If there was m ssing receipts, she would

5 send ne an e-mail saying, hey, you mssed these

6 receipts. If | didn't get toit or couldn't get to

7 it, she would wite up the mssing receipt affidavit
8 and also attach the credit card statenent that had

9 the tine, place, location, and expense with the

10 m ssing receipt affidavit.

11 MR. HARDENBROOK: So you were part of Loca
12 12247

13 MR. ROBLES: Yes.

14 MR. HARDENBROOK: And you were an ExCo under
15 Local 1224, right?

16 MR. ROBLES: Yes, uh-huh.

17 MR. HARDENBROOK: So under 1224, did you

18 have any expenses?

19 MR. ROBLES. W had | ots of expenses.
20 didn't have a credit card, but we did have expenses
21 and we would fill out the same exact expense report,
22 send it in, and then we'd get reinbursed.
23 MR. HARDENBROOK: Wien you did those expense
24  reports when you were part of 1224, did you have to
25 wite the names of the attendees and what it was for?
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1 MR ROBLES: Yes, uh-huh.

2 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. My next question or
3 series of questions is just -- and | don't want to

4 convolute this, but FPL.

5 MR. ROBLES: Sure.

6 MR. HARDENBROOK: |'mjust trying to nake

7 this work in ny head. You' ve got your Exhibit 14, if
8 you turn to that.

9 MR. ROBLES:. kay.

10 MR. HARDENBROOK: And before we get to that,
11  just so you could have that marked or handy, your

12 Exhibit 22.

13 MR ROBLES: ay.

14 MR, HARDENBROOK: So this is the declaration
15 of Scott Hegl and dated on Page 3 or executed on the
16 9th day of Cctober, 2024.

17 MR. ROBLES: Yes.

18 MR. HARDENBROOK: If you go to 5, No. 5 on
19 Page 1, |ast sentence of that paragraph, after the
20 comm, "Unlike ny experiences at Local 747, Captain
21 Robl es and | were the only two individuals who were
22 working every day on the initial startup with Local
23 2118 until we hired our secretary, Karen
24  VanNostrand."
25 Wien was Karen hired?
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1 MR. ROBLES: Wthin the first year, |
2 believe. | don't recall the exact date.
3 MR. HARDENBROOK: So this is referencing
4 20207
5 MR ROBLES: Yes, that sounds correct. |
6 think we may -- probably |less than four nonths, we
7 went without a -- less than that -- a secretary, we
8 were interviewng. It was pretty hard because we had
9 to do online interviews because of COVID
10 MR HARDENBROCK: Wat tasks did Karen take
11  off of you when she was hired?
12 MR. ROBLES: So initially we | ooked for
13 sonebody that had an accounting background and so
14 initially that's what she started doing. She started
15 putting together the trustee reports, putting
16 together a PDF that -- we got PDF software. She
17 woul d bookmark all of the expenses.
18 She also -- we had a huge grievance software
19 issue and we were still devel oping the software that
20 woul d handl e our grievances; so during that tine she
21 was manual |y bookmarking themfor the grievance
22 hearings. W just had a |lot of, Iike, busybody work
23  because we didn't have autonmated processes yet.
24 MR. HARDENBROOK: And then at the top, just
25 right belowthat in 6, "Before and during the initial
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1 trusteeship with Local 2118, | knew that Captain

2 Robl es was taking Flight Pay Loss while working on

3 union business, which occurred daily during the

4 trusteeship.”

5 Whi ch we have determ ned to be between

6 May 2020 and first quarter 20227

7 MR, ROBLES: Yeah, that sounds correct.

8 MR. HARDENBROOK: Skip to the next page,

9 Page 10 -- excuse ne, Page 2, No. 10, and where it
10 says, again, "Captain Robles was doing union work on
11 a daily basis so |I understood that taking 120 hours
12 of Flight Pay Loss each nonth was not unreasonable.”
13 So now | want you to turn to your
14 Exhi bit 14.

15 MR. ROBLES:. kay.

16 MR. HARDENBROOK: So we are | ooking at the
17 time frane from May of 2020, where the trusteeship
18 started, and according to this declaration, you and
19 Scott Hegl and worked every day on the initial

20 startup. So from May of 2020 through April -- March,
21  April of 2022 as the assistant trustee.

22 MR ROBLES: No, | think, like |I stated

23  before, in January, towards the end of January 2022,
24 is when we got out of trusteeship, so it would have
25 been the end of --
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: So it was just backdated?
2 MR ROBLES: Right.

3 MR. HARDENBROOK: So end of January, so not
4 quite two years?

5 MR. ROBLES: Correct.

6 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. So if you turn to
7 your Exhibit 14, this shows your Flight Pay Loss

8 begi nning in June of 2020, is 80 hours that nonth,

9 right?

10 MR. ROBLES:. | see that, yes.

11 MR. HARDENBROOK: And it goes up to 96, down
12 in Decenber to 20 hours -- '21, 80, 92, 96, 108, 88,
13 92, 104. And then in January of '22, it goes up to
14 112, 116, and then it seens to bal ance out at that

15 120 mark, right?

16 MR. ROBLES: Yes, sir.

17 MR. HARDENBROOK: So this docunent that you
18 produced from M. Hegland references a tine frane

19 starting in May of 2020 and then goes on to state
20 that he understood, because you were working on a
21 daily basis, the 120 hours of Flight Pay Loss.
22 Wiy did that not start until seven --
23 19 nonths later?
24 MR. ROBLES: A couple of things. | was
25 still flying, so even though this is reflected Flight
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1 Pay Loss, that wasn't ny actual pay. |In the video |
2 tal ked about how to take a certain amount of Flight
3 Pay Loss and then | would fly a couple of trips. And
4 while | was working every day on sonething for the
5 local, | don't think there's ever a day off that the
6 principal officers get. That didn't nmean | was
7 taking a Flight Pay Loss day.
8 When he is referencing every day, | don't
9 think he is really -- he is saying just every day in
10 general, not that I'mon a Flight Pay Loss day.
11 MR. HARDENBROOK: Understood. So how many
12 hours were you flying in June of 20207
13 MR. ROBLES. 1[|'d have to |ook at ny pay
14  sheet, but what | did do was | | ooked at the average
15 for the year, how nuch actual PCH value was for the
16 year, and | believe, if I'"mcorrect -- actually, |
17 don't know, | didn't |ook at 2020. | |ooked at '21,
18 '22, and '23, and what | did was | pulled all ny pay
19 sheets and | ooked at the pay stubs.
20 MR. HARDENBROOK: You had an analysis in
21 here fromothers, if I'"mnot mstaken, right?
22 MR. ROBLES: Yes.
23 MR, HARDENBROOK: Bear with nme while | find
24 It
25 MR ROBLES: Let ne see where it's at.
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1 MR HARDENBROCK: One of themis in
2 Exhibit 17. That's different airlines, though,
3 correct?
4 MR. ROBLES:. Correct, yeah.
5 MR. HARDENBROOK: That's the Allied pilots?
6 MR. ROBLES: Anerican Airlines, right.
7 MR. HARDENBROOK: Oh, they're represented by
8 t he APA?
9 MR ROBLES: Yes, sir.
10 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. Go to Exhibit 15.
11 That's what you justified your hours on, | believe,
12  when you told us about the 120.
13 MR. ROBLES:. Yes, this was a spreadsheet
14 that was pulled fromthe pilot pay.
15 MR. HARDENBROOK: And then you referenced in
16 '21 that you averaged 106 PCH | missed what you
17 said for '22, but for '23 you referenced 126 PCH.
18 MR ROBLES: | believe it was at 110 for
19 '23. | think it went 106, 112, 100, | believe. 1'd
20 have to | ook at my docunent. It went up and it went
21  down.
22 MR. HARDENBROOK: What is the 80 percent of
23 the -- when you were explaining the 80th percentile,
24  which docunent were you referring to, was that
25 Exhibit 15?
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1 MR ROBLES: Yes, it would have been 15.
2 \Wat we did was we pulled all the pilots that were at
3 ny pay at the tinme. [|'d have to |ook at what | have
4 here, but |I believe there was 207 pilots that were at
5 ny seniority that made 120 or greater. Sorry, 207
6 pilots that were at my seniority and at the 80th
7 percentile, there was 22.2 percent of all pilots nade
8 120 percent or greater. So that's how | figured out
9 the 80th percentile at ny seniority.
10 MR. HARDENBROOK: Gotcha. So when you go
11  back to 14 you show in August of '23, 124 hours PCH.
12 | s that FLP or PCH?
13 MR ROBLES: That's PCH.
14 MR. HARDENBROOK: | just wanted to nmake sure
15 | got it right. Wy is that above 1207
16 MR. ROBLES: So | believe that was they
17 underpaid ne and then they had to pay ne back, if ny
18 recollection is correct. | had 64 hours, 64 hours --
19 |'"d have to go pull ny pay sheets -- | believe. But
20 | "' mnot 100 percent certain on that one.
21 O the other alternative, it could have been
22 one of those nonths where they overl apped and | did
23 30 days and then normally | would do, |ike, a day
24 off, but it touched on them so | ended up having
25 31 days on that, | think it was a 30-day bid period.
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1 MR HARDENBROCK: |s there an explanation in
2 the mnutes for that?
3 MR ROBLES: | don't know that there is. W
4 tal ked about the -- no, | don't think so.
5 MR. HARDENBROOK:  Ckay.
6 MR. ROBLES: No. And that was one of the
7 reasons that we were | ooking at changing the Flight
8 Pay Loss to bid periods because it was difficult
9 sonetinmes to figure out when the bid was rolling
10 over. W had a calendar and | coul d sel ect the days,
11 but if | picked 30 days versus 31 days or if | picked
12 30 days and then it touched the previous nonth, but
13 the bid period began on the previous nonth, if that
14  makes sense, it would capture 31 days.
15 MR. HANSON: |I'msorry, | just want to
16 clarify, does the panel understand the phrase "bid
17 period" for the Allegiant Pilots Association? 1'm
18 not sure he was given an explanation of that.
19 MR. HARDENBROOK: We're good and personally
20 | don't need that for the questions |I'm asking.
21 That's up to M. Robles to -- | understand as you
22 just phrased it. | don't need in the weeds. |'m
23 going to take on face value what you tell ne to be
24 true. So | don't need that for where I'mgoing with
25 this.
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1 MR ROBLES: Sure.
2 MR. HARDENBROOK: So contractually, if
3 you're on long-term-- fill in the word for ne,
4 long-term--
5 MR. ROBLES:. Long-term union business.
6 MR. HARDENBROOK: Long-term uni on busi ness,
7 does the contract state that you cannot bid on those
8 schedul es?
9 MR ROBLES: | don't know that it doesn't
10 say -- states that you can't, but so here's the thing
11 and there's sone phraseology, and if I'mgetting in
12 the weeds, please excuse ne.
13 But there's a phraseol ogy that keeps going
14  back and forth between full-time versus |ong-term and
15 those are kind of used interchangeably. The issue is
16 if | bid-- there's a certain anount of days in a
17 nonth and a pilot has to bid within that. Then the
18 conpany determ nes how many PCH you nust bid. You
19 m ght have to bid 80 for that nonth, you m ght have
20 to bid 90 for that nonth.
21 If they nmake that [ine credit w ndow,
22 meaning |'mgoing to bid at the bottomof it, | only
23 want to work the mninmum but they're requiring ne to
24 work 80 for the nonth. Wen |I go over 80, like if |
25 put enough preplanned Flight Pay Loss in, the system
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w Il say you net the criteria and there's no bid

that's awarded to you.

So the entire tinme that you are putting
enough Flight Pay Loss in, which is nornmally around
80, no bid is processed for that pilot. So the
entire time that I was taking 90 PCH, 96 PCH, |
didn't receive any flights, no assignnents.

So when Scott Hegland or nyself are
referring to full-tine, that's what | nean. |'m not
actually flying. The only tinme | get to fly is if
' m picking up on a day off or a day that's not
bl ocked wi th uni on busi ness.

MR HARDENBROCK: | under st and.

MR. ROBLES. Ckay.

MR. HARDENBROOK: So when you are on
| ong-term uni on busi ness under Section 24 of the
contract, |I'mlooking at 24, Section C, Subsection C
| think that's where you took us, C1C. Excuse ne, 24
ClC.

MR, ROBLES: Yes.

MR HARDENBROCK: You took us there
yesterday. So you continued to receive the benefits
on the sanme basis as other active pilots, continued
participation in the conpany's travel pass policy and

retirenment plan, the conpany group insurance and
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ot her health and wel fare plans, provided he continued

to pay his portion of the prem uns.

Vere you payi ng your prem uns?

MR. ROBLES: Well, no, the conmpany -- |
wasn't on a leave. The only tine you have to pay a
premumis if you' re on a |eave.

Ch, ny portion of it, yeah, | guess it
automatically cones out, yes, sir.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Unl ess the union advises
t he conpany otherwise. So then it goes into the
Flight Pay Loss, 24 C2I?

MR. ROBLES: Yes, sir.

MR HARDENBROOK: This is for all wunion
busi ness days that have been bl ocked as a known
absence, so you're on |ong-term union business?

MR. ROBLES: Correct.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Does that apply here,
that -- what | just read?

MR. ROBLES: It does apply to long-term
yes.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Okay. So that indicates
that you are not bidding for that bid cycle?

MR. ROBLES: Not necessarily. That just
nmeans there's no duty on that day. The not bidding

part is just organic because we net the line credit
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1 requirenents. So it says "no trip" or "duty dropped"
2 and | made a reference to the fact that "I" does not
3 specifically reference short-term uni on business
4  because it covers both.
5 "I" says "with respect to a pilot on
6 short-term™ nowit's just tal king about short-term
7 and then it tal ks about flights being dropped and so
8 the Flight Pay Loss on 2 is kind of a m snoner
9 because "I" clearly is not dropping a flight, it's
10 tal king about nothing on your schedul e.
11 MR HARDENBROCK: Yeah, |'m not referencing
12 “I'1". I'monly -- 24, C2I, and I'mtrying to break
13 it off to eat the elephant so |I can understand this.
14 | don't want to tal k about any other section, just 24
15 C2I.
16 MR. ROBLES:. Ckay.
17 MR HARDENBROOK: So for all wunion business
18 days that have been bl ocked as a known absence -- so
19 you're on |long-term union business, so that's bl ocked
20 as a union absence, correct?
21 MR. ROBLES: Correct.
22 MR. HARDENBROOK: The val ue of the known
23  absence shall be four PCH per day?
24 MR. ROBLES: Correct.
25 MR. HARDENBROOK: So the max you coul d have
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in a 30 cal endar day nonth is 1207
MR, ROBLES. Correct.
MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. Go to 24 BS.

Because | think this is telling nme the inverse of

1
2
3
4
5 where | was going. It's a negative. "A current and
6 qualified pilot who returns fromlong-term uni on

7 business after bids have closed shall be assigned a
8 conposite line."

9 So when you return, you m ssed out on that
10 nmonth's bid, you're just -- conposite line, is that
11  whatever is left over?

12 MR. ROBLES: Exactly.

13 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. Turn to Page 311 of
14 that Charging Party's Exhibit 20, the collective

15 bar gai ni ng agreenent at that tine, and what we're

16 | ooking at is Section CC

17 MR. ROBLES:. Ckay. Yes.

18 MR. HARDENBROOK: | think it tells us

19 earlier on in the contract where to go to CC. Pay
20 rates, article or Section 3, Subsection B, "Pilots
21 shall receive an hourly pay rate based on their

22 position and longevity with the conpany. The hourly
23 pay rates are listed in Subsection 3 CC of this

24  agreenent. Except as otherwi se provided in this

25 agreenent, pilots shall be paid the nonthly m nimum

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500




Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

Page 438

1 guarantee and/or the pay credit hour set forth in

2  Subsection 3 CC bel ow. "

3 So when | go to 3 CC -- first of all, you're

4 a captain, right?

5 MR. ROBLES: Yes.

6 MR. HARDENBROOK: So CC 1 applies to you?

7 MR. ROBLES: Are you looking at the -- this

8 one right here, yeah, that would apply to ne.

9 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. So that takes ne
10 over to the next page, under "Captains,” and it's a
11 table. The colum at the very left is "Longevity"
12 and goes 1 through 12. | assunme that's years of
13  service?

14 MR, ROBLES: That's correct.

15 MR. HARDENBROOK: And you were 12 years?
16 MR. ROBLES:. 12 years, | was topped out,
17 yes.

18 MR HARDENBROOK: So what's DOS?

19 MR. ROBLES: Date of signing. That was the
20 date that the contract was signed on, plus five.
21 MR. HARDENBROOK: So you woul d be at the
22 very bottomright of that?

23 MR. ROBLES: Correct. Highest pay rate.
24 MR. HARDENBROOK: 2327

25 MR. ROBLES: Correct.
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1 MR HARDENBROOK: \What does that dollar
2 amount reflect, per hour?
3 MR. ROBLES: PCH, per PCH.
4 MR. HARDENBROOK: So for -- one PCH equals
5 $232 per hour?
6 MR. ROBLES: Correct.
7 MR. HARDENBROOK: Bear with ne. 1've got to
8 bring out the old cal cul ator.
9 So four hours a day is what you can bill?
10 MR. ROBLES: Correct.
11 MR. HARDENBROOK: In '24. 232 per hour as a
12 captain topped out is what 3 CC 1 refers us to,
13 because you're a captain. Topped out at that tine is
14 232 per hour at four -- is four PCH or four FPL?
15 MR. ROBLES: Sane.
16 MR, HARDENBROOK: Sane - -
17 MR. ROBLES: So, Flight Pay Loss, it
18 literally says it's Flight Pay Loss and then it says
19 it's four PCH per day.
20 MR. HARDENBROOK: Understood. | gotcha. So
21 at 232 an hour tines four, that's $928 per day?
22 MR. ROBLES:. Essentially, yes.
23 MR. HARDENBROOK: So tinmes 30 days, that's
24 27, 8407
25 MR. ROBLES:. Yes, but there's also a prem um
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pay on that. So anything over 81 hours goes 1.3.

MR. HARDENBROCK: Wiere's that at?

MR, ROBLES: That's at 3 -- | should have
this nmenorized. 3 Echo, it's on Page 3-2, 3 Echo 1.
There's a whol e bunch of extra paper, but that woul d
be the only one that would apply if you're not
flying.

MR. HARDENBROOK: So you are a pilot?

MR. ROBLES: Yes.

MR. HARDENBROOK: W can stipulate to that.
Vere you awarded or picked open tine?

MR. ROBLES: Did | pick up open tinme? No.

MR HARDENBROOK: I ncludi ng VFN?

MR. ROBLES: No.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Wiat is VFN?

MR. ROBLES: Voluntary flying notification.
That's at 200 or 232 percent pay.

MR. HARDENBROOK: "Over 81 PCHin a bid
period shall be paid at 130 percent for all PCH in
excess of 81."

So you had nore than 81 PCH in a bid period?

MR. ROBLES: Correct.

MR. HARDENBROOK: But you didn't bid?

MR, ROBLES: | did not bid. So it was
awar ded, though. So you got to go back to the pil ot
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1 who was awarded or picks up opentine. So if you're
2 awarded anything -- and the way that this reads is
3 anything in excess of 81 and we did have an
4 arbitration on this particular subject matter for
5 different --
6 MR. HARDENBROOK: You bargained it. [I'l
7 take your word for it here.
8 So wal k me through, then, with the 3 CC, the
9 max at 232, so it's actually going to be 232 tines
10 four up to 80 is going to be paid at 928 a day?
11 MR, ROBLES: 81.
12 MR, HARDENBROOK: Up to 81.
13 MR. ROBLES:. Yeah, 81. And then the way
14 that it reads is anything over 81.
15 MR HARDENBROCOK: You are correct, sir. So
16 928 tines 81 -- it's actually 232 tines 817
17 MR. ROBLES: Correct.
18 MR. HARDENBROOK: Is 18,792. So then 232,
19 what is it, 130 percent?
20 MR. ROBLES: It's 1.3.
21 MR HARDENBROOK: So 232 tines 1.3 is
22 301. 607
23 MR ROBLES: So it's tines the PCH it's
24 not -- it works out a little bit different. So you
25 take the PCH value that's above. It would be 39 PCH
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tinmes 1. 3.

MR. FOCELSANGER: It changes it slightly.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Let's do nmy math and then
we wll do it your way. So the hourly rate explai ned
in 3 CC maxes at 232, so that's simlar to your
straight-time pay is what that would be for the first
81 hours?

MR. ROBLES:. Exactly.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Then we have to go to the
120 total PCH per nonth?

MR. ROBLES: Correct.
MR. HARDENBROOK: M nus 81, |eaves us
39 hours?
MR, ROBLES: Uh-huh.
MR. HARDENBROOK: At that 130 percent rate?
MR. ROBLES: Correct.
MR, HARDENBROOK: 39 tinmes 301.60 is

11, 762.40. Are you checking ny math?

MR. ROBLES: [|'mwatching himdo it. Heis
pretty good at it.

MR. HARDENBROOK: So we have 11, 762.40 pl us
18,792 for a total of 30,554.40. That's the max you
can nake in a nonth, in a 30-day nonth?

MR. ROBLES: In a 30-day nonth, yeah, |

believe so. | think that's howit works out. |
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1 don't think there's any -- there m ght be sone way,
2 can you think of any other way? Yeah.

3 MR. HARDENBROOK: So |'m going back to your
4 Exhibit 14 and I'mtaking your 2023 actual salary.

5 Even though this contract expired '21, is this still
6 in play?

7 MR. ROBLES: Yes, the contract doesn't

8 expire.

9 MR HARDENBROOK: These rates are still --
10 MR. ROBLES: Yes.

11 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. | gotcha. | just
12 wanted to nake sure. | kind of tracked that through
13 this. So the max you could nmake in a year is

14  $366, 652.80, correct?

15 MR ROBLES: Yes. But thereis -- there are
16 the bonuses also. You get bonuses fromthe conpany,
17 profit sharing. That wouldn't be reflected on here.
18 But I'mjust trying to think if there's any other

19 pay. He said it was about 30,000 under the nax.
20 MR, HARDENBROOK: Exhibit 14 states that
21  your actual salary was 336, 028.92, but what was
22 reported on the LM 2 was 374, 842.
23 MR ROBLES: kay.
24 MR. HARDENBROOK: So |I'mjust trying to
25 understand your contract. You guys bargained this.
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| didn't. I'mfamliar wth bargaining, but |I'mjust

trying to back into this nunber so there's no
qgquestion about it.

As | see it in a 30-day cal endar, which is |

1

2

3

4

5 think what you cane up with to use the 120 PCH max in
6 a nonth to take you to the 80th percentile of the

7 pilots with -- at Allegiant with your seniority.

8 So explain to nme the profit sharing. | saw
9 this, | sawthat in the contract briefly. | believe
10 it was in -- it was either in 3 or in 24. On, there
11 it is right there in DD, profit sharing.

12 "Pilot shall participate in the conpany

13 profit-sharing programon the sane terns as all other
14  enpl oyees participating in the conpany profit-sharing
15 program "

16 MR. ROBLES: |It's going to get there, yeah.
17 It's different however the conpany does it.

18 Sonetines they pay us nore, sonetines they pay us

19 less.

20 MR. HARDENBROOK: | get you. That's that
21 fancy math that none of us can back into?

22 MR ROBLES: Yeah.

23 MR, HARDENBROOK: | understand. But was

24 that reinbursed by the | ocal union?
25 MR ROBLES:. No.
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: So how do you get above

2 366, 652.807?

3 MR. ROBLES: GCkay. |If you can help, let ne

4 try to answer it. The LM2 -- so when we woul d get

5 billed, the conpany would only pay Flight Pay Loss

6 | i ke every three nonths. Sonetines it would go four

7 nont hs wi t hout paying. So we'd have to send them

8 sonething.

9 So the LM 2 is based off of when the checks
10 got cut, so because of the way it's Flight Pay Loss.
11 So we had this conversation with Calibre. On sone
12 years it may not report nmy LM 2, on the foll ow ng
13 year it's going to report, because | have 13 or 14
14  pay periods versus 12 pay periods because of how it
15 was paid.

16 MR. HARDENBROOK: So they paid based on when
17 you invoiced then?

18 MR. ROBLES: | believe it's when it's paid
19 by the conpany. Onh, that's right, it's when it's

20 invoi ced.

21 MR. FOCELSANGER: 120 days to invoice.

22 MR. HARDENBROOK: So the conpany woul d

23 invoice the union. Wuld they pay you nonthly?

24 MR. ROBLES: They paid ne nonthly because |
25 was paid by the conmpany and then I would invoice the
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1 union. And so we mght get a big, you know, big huge
2 chunk that we would have to pay for Flight Pay Loss
3 three or four nonths later.

4 MR HARDENBROOK: But if it's 120 PCH, how
5 is it different nonth to nonth, other than a 28-day
6 nonth versus a 31-day nonth?

7 MR ROBLES: Well, it isn't.

8 MR HARDENBROCK: It would be the sane

9 across the board if were 1207

10 MR. ROBLES: If it was a 30-day bid period,
11 yes. Maybe I'mnot tracking. What are you asking?
12 MR. HARDENBROOK: You only billed 120 PCH
13  per nonth?

14 MR. ROBLES: Yes.

15 MR. HARDENBROOK: Wiether it was a 28-day
16 nonth or a 31-day nonth, you're just using a 30-day
17 average, right?

18 MR. ROBLES: Yes.

19 MR FOCELSANGER: If you | ook --
20 MR. HARDENBROOK: You're going to need to
21 use the m crophone.
22 MR FOCELSANGER: Sorry. If you look in
23  Section 15, it tal ks about how the bid periods are
24 and they balance to a 30-day nonth. So February is
25 actual ly January 31st to March 1st, so they bal ance
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out the bid periods along a 30-day cal endar.
So that's why it's a 30-day period for each
one. Even though it m ght not be the individual

nonth is 30 days, but that's how the bid periods are

1

2

3

4

5 billed just to keep continuity for the conpany.

6 MR. HARDENBROOK: So are you using the term
7 "bid period" synonynously with "nonth"?

8 MR FOGELSANGER: Yes, because there's 12

9

bid periods, but those nonths m ght overl ap.

10 MR. HARDENBROOK: But he is not bidding.

11 We've already ascertained that.

12 MR. ROBLES: But that's how they pay?

13 MR. FOGELSANGER:  Yes.

14 MR. HARDENBROOK: | got you. Therefore, it
15 would be the same as a nonth.

16 So you shoul d not receive pay in excess of
17 120 PCH in any given nonth unless -- | nean you pay,

18 you, M. Robles, pay fromAllegiant Airlines should
19 not exceed 120 PCH per nonth? |'m not asking about

20 when it was reinbursed to the conpany.

21 MR. ROBLES: | believe that's correct, yes.
22 So there is -- he just pointed out there's vacation
23 pay as well. And | don't know if you're |ooking at

24  Cctober, Novenber. WMaybe that's not even a question

25 you're asking, but | still get paid vacation on those
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vacati on days.
W have to preallocate those, so | block
t hose days as now a vacation day and | can't put a

uni on busi ness day on those, that's why sone of these

1
2
3
4
5 nont hs are nuch | ower, 64 PCH or etcetera.
6 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. | understand,

7 wasn't asking about that. And |I'm not going down
8 that --

9 MR. ROBLES: | just want to nmake sure |'m
10 transparent.

11 MR. HARDENBROOK: | just needed to

12  understand the PCH and how you backed into what

13 you're saying and | think you' ve answered ny

14  questions.

15 MR ROBLES:. ay.
16 MR. DeWEESE: |'ve got sonething else. To
17 the charged party, |'ve heard repeatedly fromyou al

18 that you guys were seeking training and were going to
19 get training during COVID; is that correct?

20 Ckay. | see a lot of nods there.

21 How many of you all were the original EBoard

22 that cane in existence as the trusteeship was endi ng?

23 MR. CAWEY: Al of us except for Kenneth
24  Sei den.
25 MR. DeWEESE: And |I'mjust asking this for

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500



Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

Page 449
1 clarification.
2 MR. HARDENBROOK: Hold on real quick.
3 M. Hanson raised his hand online. That needs to be
4 reported.
5 M. Rockwood, were you --
6 MR ROCKWOOD: Yes, sir.
7 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. The rest of it --
8 just M. Seiden is excluded.
9 MR. DeWEESE: Ckay. |If you turn to the

10 Charging Party's Exhibit 5, if you would. And |I'm
11 trying to understand your all's know edge here as an
12  executive board.

13 If you ook at -- of course this is a letter
14  for the record, dated Decenmber 22, 2021, to Janes

15 Hoffa and this was witten by Captain Scott Hegl and,
16 trustee for 2118 during that tinme, where he is

17 essentially witing his last final trustees' report,
18 or hoping to, and essentially giving M. Hoffa,

19 President Hoffa an overview of where this local is
20 at .

21 If you turn to Page 2 and the bottom

22  paragraph, it says "Since the election, the

23 officers-elect have gone through new officer

24 |l eadership training and have been acting as the de

25 facto EBoard under the watchful eyes of the trustee

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500




Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 450
and nysel f.

"They have been neeting regularly,
devel opi ng policies and new comm ttee positions and
when conpl et ed, present the recomendati ons and
requests to Captain Robles and nyself for approval.

"The EBoard manages the | ocal's extensive
vol unteer pilot comnmttees and safety structure,"” and
it goes on and on.

| mean, isn't when you're under trusteeshinp,
isn't that |ike essentially training wheel s?

MR. ROBLES: It could have been.

MR. DeWEESE: So you were trained on how to
run the |l ocal, correct?

MR ROBLES: And we continued to run it in

t he sane nanner that we were trained to run it in,

yes.
MR. DeWEESE: Thank you.
MR. ROBLES. Yes, sir.
MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. We're going to take
about a five-mnute caucus. | think it's probably a

good tinme for a bathroom break anyway and this panel
IS just going to discuss our next steps noving
forward and just make a final decision on the steps
novi ng forward so you don't have to |ay awake toni ght

or sonething |like that.
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1 So we will go off the record.
2 (Wher eupon, a recess was taken.)
3 MR. HARDENBROOK: We're going to go back on
4 the record. It is 3:06 p.m Thank you for com ng
5 back in tinely.
6 ["mgoing to -- we, | shouldn't say | -- the
7  panel has caucused and this is what we're going to
8 do. W're going to offer you two options for a
9 summation, rebuttal, whatever you want to call it,
10 your catchall, your finish.
11 And | would Iike you to, both parties, be
12 able to go caucus with their counsel and have an
13 opportunity to help draft a sunmati on.
14 | think the hearing rules and procedures
15 that were cited yesterday norning, what | read talks
16 about there shall be -- "each party shall be afforded
17 an opportunity to give an opening statenment at the
18 commencenent of the hearing --" that's been done
19 -- and a sunmmation of their presentation at the
20 conclusion of the hearing.”
21 There is no constitutional requirenent for
22 witten briefs at the end or sone tine-del ayed
23 witten briefs. | was entertaining -- we were
24 entertaining it. And that's how we canme up w th what
25 we're going to offer you, both parties, as a
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sol ution.

Ei ther go neet with your counsel -- we know
it's late, | don't know -- | know you're fromthe
Tennessee area. Could be 5:00, could be 6:00 back

1

2

3

4

5 there now So to be fair, we're going to offer you
6 to come back. Go nmeet with your counsel, conme back
7 at either 8:00 a.m tonorrow norning or 2:00 p. m

8 tonorrow norning [sic] and you'll each be given 30
9 m nutes. Both sides will be given 30 mnutes to

10 provi de their summation, which would include a

11 rebuttal, if needed. Whatever you want to tell us is

12 what we're going to accept as your either summation,

13 rebuttal, whatever you want to call it.

14 So having said that, what woul d you rather
15 do, 8:00 a.m or 2:00 p.m?

16 MR. ROBLES: 8:00 a.m

17 MR. CAWEY: | think nost of us would prefer
18 earlier for the travel back hone, if possible.

19 MR. HARDENBROOK: 8:00 a.m

20 MR, ROCKWOCOD: 8:00 a. m

21 MR, HARDENBROOK: M. Hanson, does 8:00 a.m

22 work for you and M. Seiden?

23 MR. HANSON: Yes, sir. | guess | get an
24  extra hour, but 8:00 a.m works for me. |If you don't
25 mnd, |'lIl just check in wth Jimin the office to
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make sure |'mnot inconveniencing them | think
they'll be accommobdating. They're being very Kkind.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Tell Jim|l don't care.
|"mfriends with Jim | can say that.

MR. HANSON: Good, sir.

MR HARDENBROOK: For the trustee, does 8:00
a.m Pacific time -- | shouldn't say that. So,

M. Seiden, you don't get an additional hour. Only
M. Hanson woul d get an additional hour.

MR. SEIDEN: No, as of now | don't have
child care for either tinme tonorrow.

MR. HARDENBROOK: How old is your baby?

MR SEIDEN: However, | would -- | would
have no problens ceding ny tinme to the rest of the
charged parties to address.

MR. HARDENBROOK: | was going to ask you if
you coul d take your baby with you.

MR. SEIDEN:. She's two weeks old and this is
a two-hour drive for ne.

MR, HARDENBROCOK: Never m nd.

What's your position, Trustee?

MR. UNTERSEHER. So, it's -- to understand
it's whatever we want to put on in that 30 m nutes?
W woul d have 30 mnutes to introduce an exhibit,

make a st atement ?
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: No, let ne be clear. The
2 exhibits that are in the record that have been read

3 into the record are the totality of the exhibits.

4 There will be no nore exhibits. There is no nore

5 anything. This is the totality of the exhibits.

6 \Wiat's been introduced as exhibits, that's final. So
7 don't try and introduce any additional exhibits.

8 Does the charged party anticipate having an
9 exhi bit or evidence that would perjure or contradict
10 a wtness' testinony?

11 MR ROBLES: We weren't planning on doing

12 anything like that.

13 MR. HARDENBROOK: The only reason | ask the
14 question is if maybe it's sonmething we coul d consider
15 as a panel when it cones in. | just don't want any
16 tricks. | don't want any slight of hand or, oh, here
17 is the picture.

18 MR. UNTERSEHER: No, sir, no slight of hand.
19 It goes to our Exhibit 13, which needs one nore page
20 and | do have that.
21 MR HARDENBROCK: Well, do it now then.
22 MR. UNTERSEHER: | can share it with the
23 parties then?
24 MR HARDENBROCK: Let ne | ook at the
25 exhibits real quick
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1 Geg, let ne see a copy of it.
2 MR. UNTERSEHER: Jimis bringing it up.
3 MR. HARDENBROCOK: Onh, this is the MOUJ?
4 MR, UNTERSEHER  Yes, to be clear, the
5 e-mail trail that we did introduce, this is the
6 referenced MOU on that, not the | anguage that was
7 inserted.
8 MR. HARDENBROOK: Isn't there already an MOU
9 in the record that you -- both parties have referred
10 to?
11 MR. ROBLES: | believe we entered it, yeah,
12 we entered the actual MU into the exhibit.
13 MR, HARDENBROOK: Yeah, that's what |
14 thought. |[I've seen it. Let ne nake sure we're
15 tal king about the sane thing.
16 MR, UNTERSEHER M. Chairman, different
17 MOU, the one that was discussed, | believe, by their
18 side was the 2018 Local 1224 MOU.
19 MR. HARDENBROOK: The MU that the charged
20 party references inits Exhibit 5 and then has a 2018
21 MU, titled -- at the end Teansters Local 1224.
22 I's that saying sonething different than the
23 2118 MAU?
24 MR. ROBLES: So the -- | believe so.
25 think, | don't have a copy of the actual MOU here,
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1 but this MU is not passed -- it wasn't -- it was
2 sonething that we drafted because | was trying to
3 figure out how to nake, be on long-termbut still
4 fly. But this is not sonething that was accepted.
5 It wasn't signed or anything like that. It was just
6 a draft.
7 MR. HARDENBROOK: So this proposed exhibit
8 that you just gave ne, Geg, this is not signed and a
9 | egal | y bi ndi ng docunent ?
10 MR. UNTERSEHER: It was passed by the party
11 to the conpany and rejected and | would |ike to show
12 it for the repair they were trying to acconplish.
13 The e-mail trail in 13 identifies that MOU.
14 MR HARDENBROOK: The trustees' exhibits?
15 MR. UNTERSEHER: Yes, sir.
16 MR. HARDENBROOK: So your index of exhibits
17 says MU, an e-nmil correspondence?
18 MR. UNTERSEHER: Yes, sir.
19 MR. HARDENBROOK: Is this the MJU t hat
20 that's referencing?
21 MR. UNTERSEHER  Yes, sir.
22 MR. HARDENBROOK: Why wasn't it already put
23 in?
24 MR UNTERSEHER: It was inadvertent, sir.
25 MR. HARDENBROOK: | nadvertent om ssion?
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1 MR. UNTERSEHER: Yes, sir.
2 MR. HARDENBROOK: Let's pass this out and
3 just have a short discussion on it.
4 MR. UNTERSEHER  Sure.
5 MR. HARDENBROOK: Gve it to the charged
6 parties so they can look at it.
7 MR. UNTERSEHER  Yes, sir.
8 MR. HANSON: Kurt Hanson. Could it also be
9 e-mailed to the renote parties?
10 MR. HARDENBROOK: So to the charged parties,
11 take just a mnute and review this.
12 So before any objections, | just have a
13  couple of questions.
14 MR. UNTERSEHER  Sure.
15 MR. HARDENBROOK: Are you famliar with this
16  docunent ?
17 MR, ROBLES. | am yes.
18 MR. HARDENBROOK: Who wrote it?
19 MR. ROBLES: | don't renmenber if it was
20 nyself or Erick or Scott. | don't really remenber.
21 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. Okay. |I'lIl just
22 say it out loud, |'ve purposefully agreed with all of
23 the charged parties' objections and |I'm sure Trustee
24  Unterseher is probably not going to send ne a
25 Christmas card because of it, but | think the intent
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1 was for this to be included and listed on the index

2 of exhibits.

3 What obj ections do you have wth this com ng
4 in as evidence?

5 MR. ROBLES: The only objection | would have
6 is we would have to have tine to speak on it. It was
7 not a docunent that was entered, signed. | don't

8 even think we passed it. | think we had a di scussion
9 onit and a lot of this | anguage ended up in a TA

10 that was signed by both parties, but that was the

11  inception of this thing.

12 W were just trying to figure out is there a
13 way that | could be on |ong-term uni on business but
14 still stay current. And if you read this whole

15 docunent, it essentially is giving ne the ability

16 to -- I"'mon long-termunion business but there's a
17 pilot that has a trip and I want to tap himon the

18 shoulder, take his flight, not get additional pay at
19 all, but stay current. And that would be a service
20 to the pilot that | was taking his duty from himand
21 it would be a service to ne because | wouldn't go
22 unqual i fied.
23 MR. HARDENBROOK: But you're not objecting
24 to its authenticity?
25 MR. ROBLES: No, it looks close to -- |I'm
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not sure, you know, what iteration or what version of

this it would be, but | do recall working on this
docunent and | don't think we passed it, though.
Maybe we did, | don't believe we did.

Do you renenber if we passed it?

MR, FOGELSANGER: | don't renmenber, but |
bel i eve --

MR. HARDENBROOK: M crophone.

MR. FOGELSANGER: Yeah, we were working on
this prior to being -- you being recommended by
Hegl and to stay -- go on full-termor take that

| ong-term position in order to keep you away from
retribution fromthe conpany during training.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Yeah, it says -- when |
ask about challenging its authenticity, it says
covering a period of August 1, 2016, to July 29,
2021.

MR. ROBLES. So this was just the period of
time that the collective bargai ning agreenent
existed, so all ny MOUs had that on top.

MR. HARDENBROOK: | gotcha, but that woul d
speak to the tinme, right?

MR. ROBLES:. |It's actually on the bottom
It says dated this sonmething of June 2021, we woul d

have been in trusteeship.
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: Copy that. So what is
2 this going to be used to show?
3 MR. UNTERSEHER: The parties' understandi ng
4 of the inconsistencies in Flight Pay Loss,
5 M. Chairman. And this is the actual -- so Page 5 of
6 that exhibit is an actual attachnment to the director
7 of labor relations, WIliam Fishburn, and a foll ow up
8 e-mai|l also regarding it, showi ng a past director of
9 | abor relations at Page 5 of that.
10 MR. HARDENBROOK: This exhibit --
11 MR. UNTERSEHER: Back one page.
12 MR. ROBLES: kay, | see that.
13 MR. HARDENBROOK: Previous page. Long-term
14  busi ness, MOU. docx?
15 MR. UNTERSEHER: Yes, sir.
16 MR. HARDENBROOK: Is this proposed?
17 MR, UNTERSEHER:  Yes.
18 MR. HARDENBROOK: Ckay. |s there anything
19 further on the objection?
20 MR. ROBLES: | don't think so. [|'mreading
21 it. This language would be rolled into Section 24,
22 uni on business. That's essentially what we did. W
23 said -- you know, Scott said, okay, | don't think you
24  shoul d continue while we're doing this process, but
25 let's roll that |anguage into our 24 pass, which is

www.|exitaslegal .com EkE X I TA S 702-476-4500



Hearing Proceedings Disciplinary Hearing, Local 2118 (Andrew Robles)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 461
what we negotiated and ultimately it is.

MR. HARDENBROOK: So we're going to adm't
this as evidence now. |s there any further
obj ection?

MR. ROBLES: No further objection. | don't
t hi nk so. Anybody el se have an objection to this,
guys?

MR. HARDENBROOK: And you propose this as
Charging Party's Exhibit 247

MR. UNTERSEHER: Sure, that would be fine,
yes.

MR. HARDENBROOK: | nean, we can put it in,
| don't care where.

MR. UNTERSEHER: \Wherever. It should really
repl ace that other one but that's fine. 24 actually
wor ks for us.

MR. HARDENBROOK: It says 24 at the top
right? Does your copy say 247?

MR. UNTERSEHER: It does.

MR. HARDENBROOK: Let's just wite Charging
Party Exhibit 24 and make sure you don't have anot her
24 al r eady.

(Charging Party's Exhibit 24 was

marked for identification and

admtted.)
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1 MR. HARDENBROOK: Any ot her questions?
2 MR. UNTERSEHER: So for, | guess,
3 clarification, 30-mnute summation -- oral sunmation
4 or witten summation, sir? Oal?
5 MR. HARDENBROOK: Yeah, | don't care if you
6 wite it, but, yes, it would be an oral summation of
7 either objections or just closing argunents, whatever
8 you want to call it. 30 mnutes is going to be a
9 pretty firmposition here.
10 Trustee, you're going to go first, so if you
11 go 31 mnutes, the charged party is going to be
12 allowed to go 31 m nutes, but nmuch beyond that, we
13  wll be punping the brakes on that. So, yeah.
14 MR UNTERSEHER: Under st and.
15 MR. HARDENBROOK: Meet who you need to neet
16 wth and nmake sure you have everything in there, but
17 no nore exhibits.
18 MR. CAWLEY: I'msorry, | just have a
19 question. There's six of us, are we nmaking a group
20  summation? |Is that what you're asking for?
21 MR, HARDENBROOK: Yes. | think that
22 everything you guys tal ked about is so intertw ned, |
23 don't know how you would untw ne it, yeah. Unless
24 M. Seiden or M. Hanson are going to say, you know,
25 those guys can float their own boats and I'I|l turn to
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1 state's evidence today, | think we're good with one

2 as long as you can all reach a consensus.

3 MR. CAWLEY: | believe we all can, yeah.

4 MR. HARDENBROOK: Are you good wth that,

5 M. Hanson?

6 MR HANSON: | am sir. Thank you.

7 MR. HARDENBROOK: M. Seiden, you're not

8 going to be here?

9 MR. SEIDEN. Yes. M. Seiden is speaking.
10 |"'mokay with that and | appreciate your deference
11 for ny absence.

12 MR. HARDENBROOK: Yeah. Take care of that
13 baby.

14 kay. Nothing else? Okay. W wll go off
15 the record now W wll reconvene at 8:00 a. m

16 Pacific tinme.

17 ( Ther eupon, the proceedi ngs were

18 adjourned at 3:25 p.m)

19

20 ok % x %

21

22

23

24

25
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEVADA )
)y Ss
COUNTY OF CLARK )

I, Sarah Safier, a duly certified court
reporter licensed in and for the State of Nevada, do
hereby certify:

That | reported the taking of the proceedi ngs
at the tine and pl ace af oresai d;

That | thereafter transcribed ny shorthand
notes into typewiting and that the typewitten
transcri pt of said proceedings is a conplete, true
and accurate record of provided at said tine to the
best of ny ability.

I further certify that | amnot a rel ative,
enpl oyee or i ndependent contractor of counsel of any
of the parties; nor a relative, enployee or
i ndependent contractor of the parties involved in
said action; nor a person financially interested in
the action; nor do I have any other relationship wth
any of the parties or with counsel of any of the
parties involved in the action that may reasonably
cause ny inpartiality to be questi oned.

IN WTNESS VHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny

hand in the County of Cark, State of Nevada, this
5t h day of Novenber, 2024.

A

SARAH SAFI ER, CCR 808
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